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Ready to serve: Army personnel along
with dog squad participate in a rehearsal
for the 78th Army Day Parade, scheduled
for January 15, in

Jaipur on Thursday.

Ready to serve: Army personnel along with dog squad participate in a rehearsal for the 78th Army Day Parade, scheduled for January 15, in
Jaipur on Thursday. EMMANUAL YOGINI

MSC Elsa 3 owner deposits
1,22762 cr. to free sister vessel

John L. Paul
KOCHI

The owner firm of contain-
er ship MSC Elsa 3 that
sank off the Kerala coast in
May 2025 has deposited a
compensation of 31,227.62
crore with the High Court
as bank guarantee, follow-
ing which the court per-
mitted the release of its sis-
ter vessel MSC Akiteta-2.
The sister vessel that
had been detained off Viz-
hinjam following a court
order of November 11, has
thus left the port. A Bench
of Justice M.A. Abdul Hak-
him posted the matter (re-
garding compensation) for
hearing on February 13.
The court had in Sep-
tember reduced the securi-
ty amount that had to be

The containers from MSC Elsa 3 that sank in the Kochi outer washed
ashore near Kollam Sakthikulangara coast last year. FILE PHOTO

paid by the owners of MSC
Elsa 3 from %9,531 crore to
21,227.62 crore. It thus
modified its July 7 order, in
an admiralty suit filed by
the State government, fol-
lowing which MSC Akite-
ta-2 was detained at Viz-
hinjam.

The government had

claimed the compensation
for the marine and coastal
pollution and the loss
caused to fishers after the
sinking of the ship, follow-
ing which the court had or-
dered the conditional ar-
rest of its sister vessel till
the compensation was
paid.

MSC Elsa 3 owner deposits ¥1,227.62 cr. to
free sister vessel

THUEA! T 3 & HIfr® A HeieX Uid @i
qad PIM & [T 21,227.62 HIS T by

e The owner firm of container ship MSC Elsa 3 that
sank off the Kerala coast in May 2025 has deposited a
compensation of ¥1,227.62 crore with the High Court
as bank guarantee, following which the court permitted
the release of its sister vessel MSC Akiteta-2.

P dc & U A 2025 T g He-R STgTe T
TR 3 P A HU-T 7 I UTAY H 96 TR &
0 T 71,227.62 HRIS BT Y(1ael o1 fa1 €, foraes are
JETAd A P TgIeR Uld THEEI! Sifheer-2 &1 et
HH Dt Al

e The sister vessel that had been detained off
Vizhinjam following a court order of November 11, has
thus left the port

11 TdER &m&ﬁm$mﬁ1§m$w%w
TeIeR Uld 7 39 UPR S8 Bis fear 2|

e A Bench of Justice M.A. Abdul Hakhim posted the matter (regarding compensation) for
hearing on February 13.
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|

e The court had in September reduced the security amount that had to be paid by the owners
of MSC Elsa 3 from ¥9,531 crore to ¥1,227.62 crore.

3fgrad - fdeR ¥ TaTHdt vedr 3 & Aifeie! §RT < JR&M AT BT 29,531 HRIS I Gcdh
¥1,227.62 BRIS HX T U1l

e It thus modified its July 7 order, in an admiralty suit filed by the State government,
following which MSC Akiteta-2 was detained at Vizhinjam.
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e The government had claimed compensation for the marine and coastal pollution and the
loss caused to fishers after the sinking of the ship, following which the court had ordered the
conditional arrest of its sister vessel till the compensation was paid.

WER A TgTl & Ga & d1¢ TYST 3R T UguUT T AFART HI §T THIH & A€ Jaqaat
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Voice for people-driven conservation

Madhav Gadgil, who passed away in Pune on Wednesday, shifted the paradigm in global conservation discourse, giving primacy to human rights

over exclusive wildlife protection; Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel he headed recommended strict but people-driven protection for the ghats

Divya Gandhi
BENGALURU

adhav Gadgil, a
M pioneering scho-
lar and iconic pe-

ople’s conservationist,
passed away in Pune on
Wednesday after a brief ill-
ness. He was 83.

As someone who started
off with the upper-class
“urban conservationist ap-
proach to nature conserva-
tion”, Mr. Gadgil metamor-
phosed into an ecologist
who advocated the rights
of the marginalised com-
munities for whom the for-
est was home. He called
them the “common people
of India”, and saw them as
“constituents of the ecosys-
tem”.

Nothing sums this up
better than his own admis-
sion in his autobiography,
A Walk Up the Hill: Living
with People and Nature, pu-
blished in 2023. Writing
about his early days as a
young conservationist, Mr.
Gadgil confessed: “I sub-
scribed to the urban con-
servationist approach to
nature conservation,
namely, protection
through the devices of wil-
dlife sanctuaries and na-
tional parks... I also sub-
scribed to the view that it
was necessary to remove
habitations from within

such habitats to safeguard
them.”

All that changed in the
1980s, when Mr. Gadgil
“started thinking about al-
ternative ways of following
my passion to conserve na-
ture, working with rather
than against the common
people of India”.

Writing in the foreword
to the book, the late M.S.
Swaminathan, veteran agri-
culture scientist, said of Mr.
Gadgil: “Madhav has had
an illustrious career as one
of India’s leading research-
ers in the fields of ecology
and environment, but
more importantly, his
thinking has been com-
bined with action on envi-
ronmental and ecological
security in the service of
humanity.”

Paradigm shift

Mr. Gadgil would go on to
shift the paradigm in the
global conservation dis-
course, giving primacy to
human rights over exclu-
sive wildlife protection. He
was distraught by the ob-
session of governments
with commercial interests
and their disregard for the
rights of farmers and indi-
genous people. In fact, he
began to view the Wildlife
(Protection) Act of 1972 as
weapon at the hands of the
Forest departments “to

MADHAV GADGIL (1942 - 2026)

Gadgil was an
ecologist who
advocated for rights

of the marginalised
communities

subjugate the common pe-
ople of India”, especially
by criminalising hunter-
gatherer communities and
farmers.

The Western Ghats,
where he was born in 1942,
received his particular at-
tention. This interest ac-
quired the sharpest clarity
in his 2011 report as chair-

Voice for people-driven conservation

SH-STYTIRE TREUT BT ST

man of the Western Ghats
Ecology Expert Panel. The
Manmohan Singh govern-
ment, having responded to
an alarm sounded by ex-
perts and local populations
on the destruction of the
fragile ecosystem and peo-
ple of the Western Ghats by
industrialisation, climate
change and commercial
greed, had tasked Mr. Gad-
gil with rendering advice
on how to save the ghats
from an ecological disaster.

Mr. Gadgil scoured the
region he knew so inti-
mately, interacted with
communities, both forest-

and village-based, pan-
chayats and forest officials,
and recommended strict
but people-driven protec-
tion for the ghats. Advocat-
ing the setting up of a West-
ern Ghats Ecology
Authority, he asked for the
major part of it to be de-
clared  environmentally
sensitive. No new polluting
industries were to be set up
in the zones earmarked as
particularly endangered
and existing industries
were to be phased out.

Vested interest groups
resisted the ideas, leading,
typically and predictably,
to the setting up of another
panel. Headed by the emi-
nent space scientist K. Kas-
turirangan, the panel re-
commended in 2013 that a
reduced area (37% of the
ghats) be protected. But
even that was not
accepted.

Till today, the Western
Ghats remains a zone of
contestation between the
dogma of development and
the calls for conservation.

Mr. Gadgil also cham-
pioned the “Save the Silent
Valley” movement in Kera-
la in the 1970s and early
1980s to protect the rain-
forests, as he campaigned
for the forests of Bastar. A
“product” of Harvard and a
citizen of the world, he fo-
cused on the fragilities of

India’s ecosystems and the
human inhabitants.

Paying tributes on X,
former Union Environment
Minister Jairam Ramesh
said Mr. Gadgil “was a top-
notch academic scientist, a
tireless field researcher, a
pioneering institution-buil-
der, a great communicator,
a believer in people’s net-
works and movements, and
friend, philosopher, guide,
and mentor to many...”

Historian Ramachandra
Guha, who co-authored
two books with Mr. Gadgil
in the 1990s, described him
as “an exemplary scientist
and citizen, and, to me, a
friend and mentor for forty
years and more”.

Mr. Gadgil leaves behind
a rich legacy for the future
generations. He had hoped
that this “will be the third
generation of people born
in free, democratic India
whose Constitution pro-
fesses values of social jus-
tice, equity, equality, non-
racism and non-sexism, hu-
man dignity, an open
society, accountability and
the rule of law.” To achieve
that, the ecologist must, as
he said, “talk of many
things, not just air and wa-
ter and the bird that sings,
but of men and money and
economic reforms...”

(With inputs from
Vinaya Deshpande Pandit)

e Madhav Gadgil, who passed away in Pune on Wednesday, shifted the paradigm in global

conservation discourse, giving primacy to human rights over exclusive wildlife

protection; Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel he headed recommended strict but
people-driven protection for the ghats

ATea MRS, ST gUarR &1 qot & Ry= 81w, 3 e wveor faust #) fazn seat ok
faf1y q=Ieiia TREUT o Soird ATa USRI &1 Urufiedr §f; 376 Aqa ard ufiadt are
i fRufae! fa=iwg 9a A aret & forg TRed dfee S-SmeTia TRer & Riwie &t

e Nothing sums this up better than his own admission in his autobiography, A Walk Up the Hill:

Living with People and Nature, published in 2023.
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THHT Y DT IR D HMAGUTHS WIHR H e g, S 2023 & UHIRIT A Walk Up the
Hill: Living with People and Nature ﬁ%l

Writing about his early days as a young conservationist, Mr. Gadgil confessed: “| subscribed
to the urban conservationist approach to nature conservation, namely, protection through the
devices of wildlife sanctuaries and national parks...

T AT IREUEIE! & =0 & 30 L3t fat & IR & foraa gu ot mefia A Wier foan: <o
TP TREUT B RTe) TR&UET 2P ¥ T T, 3rfd aeid SIHaRUdl SR P ITHI &
T Y TRE..”

| also subscribed to the view that it was necessary to remove habitations from within such
habitats to safeguard them.”

Writing in the foreword to the book, the late M.S. Swaminathan, veteran agriculture scientist,
said of Mr. Gadgil: “Madhav has had an illustrious career as one of India’s leading
researchers in the fields of ecology and environment, but more importantly, his thinking has
been combined with action on environmental and ecological security in the service of
humanity.”

In fact, he began to view the Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972 as a weapon at the hands of
the Forest departments “to subjugate the common people of India”, especially by
criminalising hunter-gatherer communities and farmers.

IRaa ¥, I5i- a-aeiig (H&T) ffraw, 1972 &1 a4 faurT o g1l & U1 8RAR AT
I a1 off URd & 3T @F1 &1 gaH & o Iudi 8 &, favivar Riert-wugsat
T 3R faml & srvreh seva|

The Western Ghats, where he was born in 1942, received his particular attention.

gf3e} uTe, el D1 I 1942 T G3MT AT, 39 (A=Y &I &I g I3 |

This interest acquired the sharpest clarity in his 2011 report as chairman of the Western
Ghats Ecology Expert Panel.

Tg 3 2011 T D! RO & G0 WF FU J I 3413, o9 3 ufddt e mifufasst
faeg 9@ & sieef A
The Manmohan Singh government, having responded to an alarm sounded by experts and
local populations on the destruction of the fragile ecosystem and people of the Western
Ghats by industrialisation, climate change and commercial greed, had tasked Mr. Gadgil
with rendering advice on how to save the ghats from an ecological disaster.

Riz WReR 7 siefievur, sraarg ufvads ok saraaie arag 3 ufisd ae &
g TIiRfRUfae! =1 3R @il & farer W faRivgt @ R saTet &t Iarasit & &g ot mefia
1 gTct B UIRTRUTI® MU ¥ F9M IR 9T o &1 S idT|
Mr. Gadgil scoured the region he knew so intimately, interacted with communities, both forest-
and village-based, panchayats and forest officials, and recommended strict but people-
driven protection for the ghats.
ot MR 3 I &F T T8 e fasan o 3 Heit-vifd Sa 3, SiTer SR Tiig-sneria
T, darEdl 3R a9 fReTRaY § Sra<iia & SR g1ef & fo TRed Ao si-smenfa
TREIUT BT RIBIR B |
Advocating the setting up of a Western Ghats Ecology Authority, he asked for the major
part of it to be declared environmentally sensitive.
351+ uferdt wre wikfRuferast wikieor & R &t gaTed &1 3R $9® g9 Tw &l
yafaeoita wU ¥ Hde=ita 9iftd &4 &1 A &1

No new polluting industries were to be set up in the zones earmarked as particularly
endangered and existing industries were to be phased out.

ORI U ¥ Yy 9ivd &5 § Bis 75 UgUUIBTRT ST R 71 Bt S ot 3R Hiegar
IR ! IRUEG U Y gl ST AT

Vested interest groups resisted the ideas, leading, typically and predictably, to the setting
up of another panel.

e et TwEt 3 37 foar! &1 faRYy e, o I $iR sifed U 9t ok UHd &1
oA g3l

Headed by the eminent space scientist K. Kasturirangan, the panel recommended in 2013
that a reduced area (37% of the ghats) be protected.
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T faRe AT &b, FERNIE & A aTd U7 = 2013 & 11Ef & 37% &7 B W
A P BN B

But even that was not accepted.

dife 98 W WeR Tal fobar Tl

Till today, the Western Ghats remains a zone of contestation between the dogma of
development and the calls for conservation.

3Tt e Ut 're fapry & Rigid 3R WRevr &1 gHR & st Yoy &7 &85 S g g

Gadgil also championed the “Save the Silent Valley” movement in Kerala in the 1970s and
early 1980s to protect the rainforests, as he campaigned for the forests of Bastar.

ot TSR ¥ B & 1970 & P 3R 1980 & YRYH T quiaH! BT &7 & T «Td & ATgde
el 3 BT Add fobdn 3R aaR & Shral 3 forg o siftrr gemar |

A “product” of Harvard and a citizen of the world, he focused on the fragilities of India’s
ecosystems and the human inhabitants.

FAE & IS 3R fIy-A7RS & T H ITH URA & uikfRufaa & &t Agdbdrsit iR
AT el ©R aF Hfed fean

Paying tributes on X, former Union Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh said Mr. Gadgil
“was a top-notch academic scientist, a tireless field researcher, a pioneering institution-
builder, a great communicator, a believer in people’s networks and movements, and friend,
philosopher, guide, and mentor to many...

T (X) TR ST 24 gU Ud et yaiaRor i) waRT <81 3 e 6 it mefie T Spy
BTCIHD AN, 31 &= i, ol TRIF-FHATdT, M Wivd, SH-"ead 3R
At H faym = ard, SR sFd anlt & i, i, Anfexie ik dex 2.7

Historian Ramachandra Guha, who co-authored two books with Mr. Gadgil in the 1990s,
described him as “an exemplary scientist and citizen, and, to me, a friend and mentor for forty

years and more

811 1990 & =% U St ST & WY &l J&id Te-aRkad df, 7 35
“Th &n'cfszqunmm ﬂﬁ?ﬂl‘ll(d’ 3R TR fore el oot ¥ 1f¥e Iwy ae i $iR Hex aaman|
Mr. Gadgil leaves behind a rich legacy for the future generations.
ot M yrdt tifedt & e te T favgd Bis T R
He had hoped that this “will be the third generation of people born in free, democratic India
whose Constitution professes values of social justice, equity, equality, non-racism and
non-sexism, human dlgmty, an open society, accountability and the rule of law.”

I ST 1 < b 7g e, aﬁmm%ﬁaﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ’rm et dfaem
m,mﬁﬁw%w%nﬁﬁﬁwm%w

To achieve that, the ecologist must, as he said, “talk of many things, not just air and water
and the bird that sings, but of men and money and economic reforms...”

33 IR e & forg, uikfRufaaifae &Y, Sar fob 321 ®et, “dad gar, T 3R T ara
el o1 ) e, afcs wgw, oA iR enffe gery o1 ot ard vt gt

GS Paper 1: History,
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1.

During three-day Gujarat trip, PM to visit Somnath temple and offer
prayers

T feaxita ToRTa amE & SR guT=EE ATy wieR Sme ok ge-
3T B

6 more held in connection with Turkman Gate violence

JHaE Ae a1 & ura § 6 ok ARR
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During three-day Gujarat
trip, PM to visit Somnath
temple and offer prayers
GS |- History |

The Hindu Bureau
AHMEDABAD

The four-day “Somnath
Swabhiman Parv” began
on Thursday at the Som-
nath temple near Veraval
in Gir Somnath district of
Gujarat.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, who is sche-
duled to begin a three-day
visit to Gujarat from Satur-
day, will offer prayers at
the temple on Sunday and

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel on the occasion of ‘Somnath
Swabhiman Parv’ in Gandhinagar on Thursday. X/@BJP4GUJARAT

lead a “Shaurya Yatra”, of-
ficials said.
It will be a one-km road-

highlighted the resilience
of faith despite repeated at-
tacks on the shrine.

dra Singh Shekhawat and
Guyjarat Ministers Jitu Vagh-
ani and Pradyuman Vaja

show featuring 108 horses. He said the assault in  were present at the inaugu-
The celebrations also 1026 and subsequent inva- ration of the “Somnath
mark 1,000 years since the  sions failed to weaken In-  Swabhiman Parv”.

first attack on the shrine by
the Mahmud of Ghazni.
Mr. Modi, in a post on so-
cial media platform X on
Thursday, recalled his ear-
lier visits to Somnath and

dia’s spiritual resolve and
instead strengthened cul-
tural unity, leading to the
temple’s repeated
reconstruction.

Union Minister Gajen-

Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel said the
event has provided people
an opportunity to cele-
brate India’s heritage and
cultural identity.

During

three-day Gujarat trip, PM to visit Somnath temple and offer prayers

T4 feaita oRTa 9o & ERE

TYTHE HATY AR S iR ger-erdAT Hea

The four-day “Somnath Swabhiman Parv” began on Thursday at the Somnath temple near
Veraval in Gir Somnath district of Gujarat.

IR fGadia “THATY WA Td” B YR3M1d TR $I ToRTd & R Ju-ry o § avraa
& T Ryq Iy wfer 4 g5

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who is scheduled to begin a three-day visit to Gujarat from

Saturday, will offer prayers at the temple on Sunday and lead a “Shaurya Yatra”, officials
said.

SIS & AR, WUHHAL TR Tidt, S AR T &+ feadfia JorT amn & a3 ard
& IR Y HleR § YeT-3ref1 B 3R« g &1 Aga B
It will be a one-km roadshow featuring 108 horses.

I8 U fhaitiiex &1 IS g, ford 108 °rs =i giil|

The celebrations also mark 1,000 years since the first attack on the shrine by Mahmud of
Ghazni.

;m@wmmﬁmwmwmmﬁmoooaﬁuﬁsﬁmlﬁwm
|

Mr. Modi, in a post on social media platform X on Thursday, recalled his earlier visits to
Somnath and highlighted the resilience of faith despite repeated attacks on the shrine.
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ot AIEt 7 AR B AR HIfSAT 79 T (X) TR T URE H THATY St 301 gd arsft &f a1
foram 3R AR TR TR-IR gU AT & STaq[g STRIT B TGl B X@ifohd (T |

e He said the assault in 1026 and subsequent invasions failed to weaken India’s spiritual
resolve and instead strengthened cultural unity, leading to the temple’s repeated
reconstruction.

I35 FEl foh 1026 T 3T §HAT 3R TG & MHHY YRA & AP JH B HHIR ol
TR b, e FRPIAP ThdT B! Horgd (a1, e wfex &1 IR-aR gAfator gari

¢ Union Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat and Gujarat Ministers Jitu Vaghani and
Pradyuman Vaja were present at the inauguration of the “Somnath Swabhiman Parv”.

Felg W Tein Rig Rarad o TorTa & wt oftq ararolt aut yegEe e “JEEy
WA Ud” & IgaIe & 3aeR IR SUrd 3|

e Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel said the event has provided people an opportunity
to celebrate India’s heritage and cultural identity.

ToRTd & &I YUE Ued A H8T fob 39 3o A Al &1 YRd @1 faRad iR aivgplas
UgHM &1 34T A $T IR UM fHar g

Somnath Temple

e The Somnath Temple is one of the most sacred Hindu shrines dedicated to Lord
Shiva and is revered as the first of the twelve Jyotirlingas mentioned in the
Shaiva tradition.

e [tis located at Prabhas Patan, near Veraval in Gir Somnath district of Gujarat,
on the coast of the Arabian Sea.

e The temple is not only a religious centre but also a powerful symbol of India’s
cultural continuity, resilience, and spiritual heritage.

Geographical Location and Sacred Setting

e The temple stands at the confluence of three rivers — Hiran, Kapila and
Saraswati — a site considered highly auspicious in Hindu belief.

® |ts coastal position gave Somnath early importance as both a pilgrimage centre
and a maritime landmark for ancient traders and travellers.

Somnath as a Jyotirlinga

¢ In Hindu theology, a Jyotirlinga represents the infinite, luminous form of Lord
Shiva.

e Somnath is traditionally regarded as the first Jyotirlinga, giving it exceptional
sanctity among Shaiva shrines.

e The name Somnath means “Lord of the Moon”, connected with the legend of
Chandra (the Moon God) who is believed to have built the temple to seek relief
from a curse.

Ancient Origins

e References to Somnath appear in Puranic literature such as the Skanda Purana
and Shiva Purana, indicating its antiquity as a major pilgrimage site.
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e Archaeological and literary evidence suggests that the temple existed in some form
from early historic times, with continuous patronage from Indian rulers.

Medieval Period and Destruction

* The temple became a target during medieval invasions due to its religious importance
and accumulated wealth.

» The most well-known attack occurred in 1025 CE, when Mahmud of Ghazni raided
Somnath.

* Over the centuries, the temple was destroyed and rebuilt several times, notably during
the rule of the Chaulukyas (Solankis) and later under Maratha patronage.

Style and Design

e The present Somnath Temple is built in the Chaulukya style of temple
architecture, also known as the Solanki style.
o [t features
o a grand shikhara rising to about 155 feet,
o akalash weighing around 10 tonnes at the top,
o richly carved pillars, ceilings and doorways.

Temple Layout

e The complex includes
o the garbhagriha housing the Jyotirlinga,
o asabha mandap for devotees,
o and the Nritya Mandap, used historically for ritual performances.

The Baan Stambh and Maritime Symbolism

e Behind the temple stands the Baan Stambh, an ancient pillar that bears an
inscription stating that there is no land between Somnath and the South Pole
along that longitude.

® This highlights the temple’s historical connection with Indian maritime
awareness and geographical knowledge.
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6 heldi fi 6 more held in connection with Turkman
more nheld in connecton Gate violence

with Turkman Gate violence  gham e & & ama # 6 3R ARWR

A day alter a court-ordered anti-encroachment

drive triggered clashes and stone-pelting in e  Aday after a court-ordered anti-encroachment
central Delhi’s Turkman Gate area, six more drive triggered clashes and stone-pelting in central
arrests have been made in connection with the ~ Delhi’s Turkman Gate area, six more arrests have been
violence, which left police personnel injured. made in connection with the violence, which left police

The total number of arrests made in the matter ~ personnel injured.

now stands at 11. Those arrested on Thursday 3T & TSV UR IATE U Sffaspaur faeh siftam
have been identified as Afaan, Adil, Shahnawaz, fac_vﬂ Wﬁ v §I'3ﬁ
Hamza, Atharr and Ubed, all are residents of the @ i E;{r ST qa;rna; a; % o ﬂ'%«?a'ﬂ' f\[}ﬁ? R
Turkman Gate area. “We have arrested six more 394319 EE | ’ dlg, %W HdY H B8

people. So far total of 11 people, including one ARwarfar ot 18 % o gi%mﬁm Y of

juvenile, have been apprehended,” Additional ~«  The total number of arrests made in the matter
Commissioner of Police (Central) Nidhin Valsan o\ stands at 11.
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e Those arrested on Thursday have been identified as Afaan, Adil, Shahnawaz, Hamza,
Atharr and Ubed, all are residents of the Turkman Gate area.
TRFAR & IRUAR T 7T Al &1 Uga e, Mfed, MG-TaTe, THT, 3R 3R I8 &
U H g8 ¢, S Wt ghu e &3 & fHarh 7

e “We have arrested six more people. So far a total of 11 people, including one juvenile,
have been apprehended,” Additional Commissioner of Police (Central) Nidhin Valsan
stated.
Sifafraa g amgea (@) FAfta ae= 3 oo, 01 o8 3R |l &) iRwR fFar g1 e
I6 TP AAEINT Gfed A 11 RN & UHSI T -1

Fourteen Fortified Gates of Shahjahanabad

e Shahjahanabad, founded in 1639 by Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan, was the new imperial
Tt of the Mughal Empire.

e The city was enclosed by a massive stone fortification wall nearly 10 km long.

® This wall had 14 fortified gates, known as darwazas, which controlled entry, trade, defence,
and movement.

Why were the gates built

+ Shahjahanabad faced frequent threats from
— Rival kingdoms

— Rebellions

— Bandit raids

* The gates served three major purposes

— Defence of the city

— Regulation of trade and taxes

— Control of population movement

Period of construction

* Construction of Shahjahanabad and its gates took place between 1639 and 1648.
* The city became fully operational as the Mughal capital by 1648.
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List of the 14 Fortified Gates

* Kashmiri Gate — northern entry, route to Kashmir and Punjab
* Mori Gate — near drainage channels and northern defences

» Kabuli Gate — western route to Kabul and Central Asia

* Lahori Gate — route to Lahore and major trade corridor

* Ajmeri Gate — southern route to Ajmer and Rajasthan

* Turkman Gate — southern gate near Sufi settlements

* Delhi Gate — eastern ceremonial gate

* Akbarabadi Gate — near Akbarabadi Masjid and markets

* Nigambodh Gate — close to Yamuna and cremation ghats

» Kela Gate — small military gate near Salimgarh Fort

* Raj Ghat Gate — access to river trade and ferries

* Talaqi Gate — lesser-known service gate

* Paharganj Gate — access to hilly routes and caravan paths

* Khooni Darwaza — associated with later Mughal and colonial history

Architectural Features

* Built mainly in red sandstone and quartzite.

* Each gate had

— Massive arched entrances

— Watchtowers and battlements

— Heavy wooden doors reinforced with iron spikes
* Some gates also had

— Custom houses

— Guard rooms

— Rest areas for traders

Cultural and Economic Role

* Gates functioned as economic checkpoints

— Traders paid duties on goods entering the city
* They became urban hubs

— Markets developed around them

— Caravanserais and inns were built nearby
British period impact

 After the Revolt of 1857, the British

— Demolished large parts of the city wall

— Destroyed several gates for easier troop movement

* By the early 20th century, only a few gates remained intact.

Present surviving gates
* Kashmiri Gate

* Delhi Gate
* Ajmeri Gate
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* Turkman Gate
* Khooni Darwaza (technically earlier but later integrated)

Turkman Gate (Turkman Darwaza)

* Turkman Gate, also called Turkman Darwaza, is one of the surviving gates of Shahjahanabad
(Old Delhi).

* The gate is located in present-day Central Delhi, near Chandni Mahal and Daryaganj.

* It is named after the Turkman Sufi saints who were believed to have lived in this area.

* The gate connected the city with regions toward Mehrauli and Hauz Khas.

GS Paper 1: Society

TOPICS COVERED

| 09 January 2026

1. | Ahead of Makaravilakku fest, Erumely teems with festive spirit as
foreign tourists join pilgrims’ rituals
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2. | Quiz

Ahead of Makaravilakku fest, Erumely teems with
festive spirit as foreign tourists join pilgrims’ rituals

Hiran Unnikrishnan
KOTTAYAM

With their faces painted in
bright colours and peacock
plumes in hand, a group of
pilgrims danced through
the streets of Erumely. As
they moved onto another
street, a group of foreign
tourists, adorned with
elaborate crowns, joined
in. The drumbeats rose toa
crescendo as the lively
crowd gradually made
their way to the Nainar
Mosque.

These scenes have be-
come increasingly com-
mon in Erumely these
days, with a growing num-
ber of international tou-
rists visiting Kerala stop-
ping by this temple town,
which is already alive with
festive spirit.

Foreign tourists watching Sabarimala pilgrims moving through the
streets of Erumely. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

With just days remain-
ing before the Petta Thullal
and Chandanakkudam ce-
remonies, followed by the
Makaravilakku festival at
the Sabarimala Ayyappa
temple, many visitors are
keen to experience the ce-
lebrations here. They are
also seen capturing photo-

graphs amid the milling
crowd of pilgrims, draped
in the customary black
attire.

The trend is largely attri-
buted to increasing media
coverage highlighting the
town’s unique display of
communal harmony. Most
of the visiting tourists are

Europeans, drawn to Er-
umely, located on the east-
ern outskirts of the district,
a key base for their onward
journeys to Kumily or
Munnar.

“There appears to be
growing tourist interest
during the Sabarimala pil-
grimage season in Erume-
ly, which serves as a key
base for these pilgrims. We
have been receiving sever-
al groups of foreign visitors
who stop by to explore the
town and even participate
in the rituals,” says Mithu-
laj Puthenveettil, secretary
of the Erumely Mahallu
Muslim Jama-ath.

The primary attraction
for foreign visitors seems
to be the celebration of re-
ligious harmony, where
two temples and a mosque
stand close by, and pil-

grims honouring all of
them in their rituals. “ Ma-
ny are fascinated to cap-
ture on camera the unique
sight of Ayyappa devotees
circumambulating a Mus-
lim mosque,” he added.

Information source
Police stationed at various
points in the town have be-
come the main source of
information for visitors,
answering questions about
safety, key issues, and
must-visit locations.
Confirming the trend,
an official with the Travan-
core Devaswom Board says
that during the Chanda-
nakkudam festival and the
historically renowned Pet-
ta Thullal of Ambalappuz-
ha and Alangad teams,
large numbers of foreign
tourists flock to Erumely.

Ahead of Makaravilakku fest, Erumely teems with festive spirit as foreign

tourists join pilgrims’ rituals
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With their faces painted in bright colours and peacock plumes in hand, a group of pilgrims
danced through the streets of Erumely.
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As they moved onto another street, a group of foreign tourists, adorned with elaborate
crowns, joined in.
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The drumbeats rose to a crescendo as the lively crowd gradually made their way to the
Nainar Mosque.

31T B1 YT A BT TS 3R Il +fifs eR-¢fR AR Afderg &t 3R 5

These scenes have become increasingly common in Erumely these days, with a growing
number of international tourists visiting Kerala stopping by this temple town, which is
already alive with festive spirit.
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With just days remaining before the Petta Thullal and Chandanakkudam ceremonies,
followed by the Makaravilakku festival at the Sabarimala Ayyappa temple, many visitors
are keen to experience the celebrations here.

UgT Yeuidt 3R dgAapsH IEMI qyT HaRIHET AT HieR # 8 aret A fdaap Sd
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They are also seen capturing photographs amid the milling crowd of pilgrims, draped in the
customary black attire.
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The trend is largely attributed to increasing media coverage highlighting the town’s unique
display of communal harmony.
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Most of the visiting tourists are Europeans, drawn to Erumely, located on the eastern
outskirts of the district, a key base for their onward journeys to Kumily or Munnar.
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“There appears to be growing tourist interest during the Sabarimala pilgrimage season in
Erumely, which serves as a key base for these pilgrims.
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We have been receiving several groups of foreign visitors who stop by to explore the town
and even participate in the rituals,” says Mithulaj Puthenveettil, secretary of the Erumely
Mahallu Muslim Jama-ath.
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The primary attraction for foreign visitors seems to be the celebration of religious harmony,
where two temples and a mosque stand close by, and pilgrims honouring all of them in their
rituals.
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“Many are fascinated to capture on camera the unique sight of Ayyappa devotees
circumambulating a Muslim mosque,” he added.
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e Police stationed at various points in the town have become the main source of information
for visitors, answering questions about safety, key issues, and must-visit locations.
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e Confirming the trend, an official with the Travancore Devaswom Board says that during the
Chandanakkudam festival and the historically renowned Petta Thullal of Ambalappuzha
and Alangad teams, large numbers of foreign tourists flock to Erumely.
9 UgRI &1 g R §U ATIUIDR ¢TI 918 & Udh HADR! A H5T [ degapsH Sead
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Questions and Answers to t'he previous day’s daily quiz: 1.
Name her groundbreaking critique of patriarchy, often regarded
as foundational feminist literature, which was listed on the
Vatican's ‘index of forbidden books’ Ans: The Second Sex

2. Name her work depicting the attempts of post-Second World
War intellectuals to leave their ‘educated elite’ status and
engage in political activism, which won her the French literary
prize Prix Goncourt. Ans: The Mandarins

3. What is the only play written by Beauvoir? Ans: The Useless
Mouths (or Who Shall Die)

4. Name her treatise published in 1947, which deals with
themes including freedom, oppression, and responsibility,
expounding on the idea that ‘human freedom requires the
freedom of others for it to be actualised’ Ans: The ethics of
ambiguity

5. Name her novel, which opens with the quote: “Each
conscience seeks the death of the other” from another
philosopher, Hegel. Ans: She came to stay

Visual: Name this American philosopher who claims to have
based her theory of gender performance on Beauvoir’s idea
that one is not born, but rather becomes, a woman. Ans:
Judith Butler

Early Birds: Dodo Jayaditya | Sadia Najam | Neil Lall | Sunil
Madhavan | Mohan Lal Patel

Qulz
The Second Sex — A Groundbreaking

Critique of Patriarchy
* Author: Simone de Beauvoir

* First Published: 1949 (France)

« Status: Widely regarded as foundational feminist
literature

* Key Fact: It was listed on the Vatican’s Index Librorum
Prohibitorum (Index of Forbidden Books) in 1956

* Related Fact: The Index was officially abolished in
1966
* The book argues that women’s subordinate position is not
“natural” but produced through social, cultural, and
historical processes.

« It presents the concept of women as “the Other”,
meaning women are often defined in relation to men rather
than as autonomous individuals.

* A central claim is captured in the widely quoted idea:

“One is not born, but rather becomes, a woman”, indicating gender roles are socially shaped.

Major Arguments

« Patriarchy operates through institutions like family, religion, education, and the economy.

* Economic dependence deepens women'’s inequality and limits choices.

* Freedom, agency, and equal opportunities are necessary for genuine emancipation.

* Women'’s lived realities are shaped by both material conditions and ideas/values imposed by

society.

* The Vatican’s Index historically listed works considered dangerous to faith or morals for Catholics.

» It critiques the ways religious and cultural narratives can justify women’s subordination.
s It treats sexuality, marriage, and autonomy through a lens that conflicts with conservative moral

frameworks of that era.

The Mandarins — Simone de Beauvoir’s Literary Portrait of Intellectuals and

Political Activism

» Core Theme: The struggle of post-Second World War intellectuals to move beyond their status
as an educated elite and engage meaningfully in political and social activism.
» The novel explores how French intellectuals after World War Il tried to reconcile

* Moral responsibility

* Political commitment

* Personal freedom

with their privileged position in society.
* It asks a fundamental question:

Can intellectuals remain detached observers, or must they become active participants in

political change?
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» The book portrays writers, journalists, and philosophers who struggle to decide:

» Whether to stay independent thinkers

» Or commit themselves fully to political movements.

* It highlights the tension between ideology and conscience.

The Useless Mouths — The Only Play Written by Simone de Beauvoir
* Title: The Useless Mouths

* Alternative Title: Who Shall Die?

+ Original French Title: Les Bouches inutiles

» The Useless Mouths examines a disturbing moral question:

Who deserves to live when survival is at stake?

* The story is set in a medieval town under siege, where leaders decide that those who do not
“contribute” economically — the elderly, women, children, and the weak — are “useless mouths”
who should be sacrificed for the survival of others.

The Ethics of Ambiguity — Simone de Beauvoir’s Treatise on Freedom and
Responsibility

» Beauvoir argues that

* Human beings are free, but this freedom is always exercised in a world with others.

* Therefore, freedom cannot be selfish or purely individual.

She Came to Stay — Simone de Beauvoir’s Novel Inspired by Hegel’s

* Notable Opening Quote:

“Each conscience seeks the death of the other” — G.W.F. Hegel

» Literary Importance: Considered Beauvoir’s first major novel and a key text in existentialist
literature.

* Her intellectual partnership with Jean-Paul Sartre

* And her engagement with Hegelian ideas about self and other.

GS Paper II: Polity,

TOPICS COVERED 09 January 2026

1. | Mizoram govt. against extending Governor’s Rule in tribal council
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Mizoram govt. against extending
Governor’s Rule in tribal council
EGS II: Polity ]

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

As neighbouring Manipur
nears a year under Presi-
dent’s Rule, the Mizoram
government is against ex-
tending Governor’s Rule in
a tribal council for another
six months.

On Wednesday, the Miz-
oram Cabinet said there
was no justification in ex-
tending Governor’s Rule in
the Chakma Autonomous
District Council (CADC). It
cited three assessments,
including one by the
State’s Chief Secretary, to
assert that the council was
not facing any political in-
stability to merit
extension.

The Council of Ministers
responded to a reference
from Governor Vijay Ku-
mar Singh on whether Go-
vernor’s Rule, imposed on
July 7, 2025, should be ex-

Gove.rn or \V.K. Singh

tended for another six
months. It negated exten-
sion by pointing out that a
single political party en-
joys a clear majority in the
CADC

The Ministers also said
that Governor’s Rule was
imposed despite their ear-
lier recommendation that
the single-largest party be
allowed to form the next
executive committee in the
CADC. Governor's Rule
was imposed following
prolonged instability in the
tribal council, triggered by

the removal of Bharatiya
Janata Party leader Molin
Kumar Chakma from the
post of Chief Executive
Member through a no-con-
fidence motion on June 16.

Mr Chakma had as-
sumed charge on February
4, heading the first BJP-led
executive in the CADC
since its formation in 1972,
but the government col-
lapsed within four months
after mass defections.

Mass defection

In June, 12 BJP members re-
signed and joined the Zo-
ram People’s Movement
(ZPM), which rules the
State. A month later, 16
ZPM members staked
claim to form the next ex-
eclutive committee.

Earlier, the ZPM had
written to the Governor,
seeking a floor test to ena-
ble the party to prove its
majority in the council.

Mizoram govt. against extending Governor’s Rule in tribal council

ey TR 9w uRue H IsuuTd M 98 & e

On Wednesday, the Mizoram Cabinet said there was no justification in extending
Governor’s Rule in the Chakma Autonomous District Council (CADC).
The Ministers also said that Governor’s Rule was imposed despite their earlier

recommendation that the single-largest party be allowed to form the next executive
committee in the CADC.

TR A g8 1 we1 [ 39! Ugd &1 RIS & Srave IsauTd ma a1, o e
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e Governor’s Rule was imposed following prolonged instability in the tribal council, triggered
by the removal of Bharatiya Janata Party leader Molin Kumar Chakma from the post of
Chief Executive Member through a no-confidence motion on June 16.

e InJune, 12 BJP members resigned and joined the Zoram People’s Movement (ZPM),
which rules the State.

Role of the Governor — supervisory and extraordinary powers
The Governor of the state has substantial powers under the Sixth Schedule:

e Organise / reorganise autonomous districts and regions — including altering
boundaries, names or sizes; dividing districts into autonomous regions where
multiple tribes reside.
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Nominate up to four members to a District Council.

Dissolve a District or Regional Council (usually on the recommendation of an
inquiry commission) and impose Governor’s rule in the council area in case of
persistent maladministration.

GS Paper I1: Governance,

TOPICS COVERED | 09 January 2026

1.

Cashless treatment scheme for road accident victims
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Conditional ease.
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Cashless treatment
scheme for road
accident victims

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is expected to launch
a nationwide cashless
treatment scheme for road
accident victims, offering
coverage of up to ¥1.5 lakh
and a cash award for Good
Samaritans who rush vic-
tims to hospitals.

The scheme will cover
road accidents anywhere
in the country, and not just
on national highways, Mi-
nister for Road Transport
and Highways Nitin Gadka-
ri said during a two-day
conference of Transport
Ministers, Secretaries and
Commissioners of all
States and union territo-
ries here.

AIIMS study
Mr. Gadkari cited an AIIMS
study and said road fatali-
ties could be reduced by
30% if there was timely
medical intervention. The
first 60 minutes after a sev-
ere accident is known as
the “Golden Hour” during
which immediate and ne-
cessary medical attention
could increase the survival
rate of a victim.

The medical coverage
would be under the third

The scheme will
cover road accidents

anywhere in the
country, and not just
on National highways

party insurance bought at
the time of a car purchase,
and where a vehicle was
not insured, the govern-
ment would fund the med-
ical expenses under the
Road Safety Fund.

A person who brings a
victim to the hospital, who
the government is calling
“rahavir”, would be given
a cash award of ¥25,000.
This could not be claimed
by more than one indivi-
dual, Mr. Gadkari said.

Pilot successful

A pilot for cashless treat-
ment had been successful-
ly carried out in Assam,
Chandigarh, Uttar Pra-

desh, Punjab, Haryana, Ut-
tarakhand and
Puducherry.

The government also
plans to bring a slew of
amendments to the Motor
Vehicles Act, 1988, which
will include recommenda-
tions made by States dur-
ing the two-day confe-
rence.

Cashless treatment scheme for road
accident victims

wS& gue Uil & forg Sererw
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e Prime Minister Narendra Modi is expected
to launch a nationwide cashless treatment
scheme for road accident victims, offering
coverage of up to ¥1.5 lakh and a cash award
for Good Samaritans who rush victims to
hospitals.
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o The scheme will cover road accidents
anywhere in the country, and not just on
national highways, Minister for Road Transport
and Highways Nitin Gadkari said during a two-
day conference of Transport Ministers,
Secretaries and Commissioners of all States
and union territories here.

AIIMS study
TR Y-

e Mr. Gadkari cited an AIIMS study and said
road fatalities could be reduced by 30% if there
was timely medical intervention.
off TEH 7 U TR (A &1 gaTal od §U
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o The first 60 minutes after a severe accident
is known as the “Golden Hour” during which
immediate and necessary medical attention
could increase the survival rate of a victim.

e The medical coverage would be under the
third party insurance bought at the time of a
car purchase, and where a vehicle was not
insured, the government would fund the

medical expenses under the Road Safety Fund.
faforcail Fave HR Tad G0l T8 YS Ul SRARE & Sfaid g, 3R STef are- St
TEY BN, 5T WHR NS AR B & dgd ffdre @ a5+ H¥f|

o A person who brings a victim to the hospital, who the government is calling “rahavir”, would
be given a cash award of ¥25,000.
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e This could not be claimed by more than one individual, Mr. Gadkari said.
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The government also plans to bring a slew of amendments to the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, which
will include recommendations made by States during the two-day conference.
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Conditional ease

The CDSCO guidelines should not
regress into a ‘pay and pass’' scheme

mpound minor
drug violations that the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organization (CDSCO)
has released, operationalise a legal change in the
works since 2023. Until recently, many instances
of relatively minor or technical non-compliance
under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940, in-
voked criminal prosecution. The new guidance
and standard operating procedures are meant to
standardise compounding instead, whereby, at
the regulator’s discretion, firms can settle certain
offences by reporting them and applying to pay a
fine, instead of litigating. The legal backdrop is
the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Act
that was framed as an exercise in “decriminalis-
ing and rationalising offences ... for ease of living
and doing business”. In the 1940 Act, Jan Vishwas
broadened the scope of Section 32B by adding
heads into the group of offences that could be
compounded; this now includes making a drug
to sell or distribute in breach of the 1940 Act but
not covered by its Section 27(a-c) and stocking or
exhibiting such a non-spurious or non-adulterat-
ed drug, among others. If compounding is grant-
ed and paid for, the key benefit is “immunity
from prosecution” for that case, subject to condi-
tions. This change is for the better if the regulato-
ry apparatus implements it in good faith. For of-
fences based on record keeping and disclosure,
compounding prevents needless criminalisation
and lets enforcement focus on direr violations.

The main pitfalls are the guidelines regressing
into a ‘pay and pass’ scheme and the CDSCO’s
transparency. Firms can seek compounding “be-
fore or after” prosecution. If, however, the
CDSCO does not publish (even redacted) com-
pounding orders and the underlying case details,
the public may lose faith in the legal proceedings
and in the regulator. Even if repeat offenders can-
not avail of the benefit, there needs to be a pu-
blicly auditable trail. The guidance’s emphasis on
discretion and conditions cannot substitute for
public reporting that lets independent actors
check whether the same firms are repeat offen-
ders. Similarly, the published process does not
create room for consumer groups or whistle-
blowers to make representations before immuni-
ty is granted. Next, the way the errors that can be
compounded are written is broad enough in
practice to cover a wide range of behaviours,
from lapses in paperwork to more substantive
compliance failures. If the compounding fines
are also set too low, applied inconsistently or
used routinely in place of deterrence, com-
pliance will only falter. Perhaps most of all, the
CDSCO also needs to link compounding to cor-
rective and preventive actions, follow-up inspec-
tions, and, where relevant, public-facing actions
such as issuing alerts or directing firms to recall
products. Otherwise, there may not be a durable
reduction in risk over time.

$S Tl & e

Conditional ease.
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. The new guidelines to compound minor drug
violations that the Central Drugs Standard Control
Organization (CDSCO) has released operationalise a
legal change in the works since 2023.

AN gdT Ieea & FUeH & e Sk ey are
=91 TITe (CDSCO) R SRY AU fernfAd=r 2023 ¥ =@
T TP BT 9GATd Pl ARL P & |

. Until recently, many instances of relatively minor or
technical non-compliance under the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940, invoked criminal prosecution.

BT I, i 3R yaTes AnTht , 1940 &
Ted SMUeTHd e AT ahb-1d! TR-SUIe & &g AHal o
STURTIRIS BTAATE! BT St ot

. The new guidance and standard operating
procedures are meant to standardise compounding
instead, whereby, at the regulator’s discretion, firms can
settle certain offences by reporting them and applying to
pay a fine, instead of litigating. !

3R U TaTe UipaTd 3§ qusid &
w1y | fAueH & aFdigd 31 & for 8, fo/ass aga
e & fade @ Hufal oo srarTel Bt R HR JuiFT

1R GebeHaTol & a9 Tobdll B
. The legal backdrop is the Jan Vishwas
(Amendment of Provisions) Act, which was framed as
an exercise in “decriminalising and rationalising
offences ... for ease of living and doing business”.
YD DI SMUR S fayr (uraur=i &1 J2ie)
T &, o “raRTell & SrRThevur o1 gaTw FA
3R I8 THIT T, A1 Sita=T iR sggara o
ST 8 & IE=T ¥ A 717 T |
. In the 1940 Act, Jan Vishwas broadened the scope
of Section 32B by adding heads into the group of
offences that could be compounded.

1940 & 3fUfH § O fayTg = YRT 32B & GRR &I
FId §U 3 RTE ! et § U urayr Sirs forg aweia
¥ fyera S g 3|
. This now includes making a drug to sell or distribute
in breach of the 1940 Act but not covered by its Section
27(a—c), and stocking or exhibiting such a non-spurious
or non-adulterated drug, among others.

T 3(d 1940 & HTAIH BT IecioH Hd §U Gal =1 T
ST, S SUSDT YRT 27(F-T) & AT a1 AT, TAT TH
A3 a1 AR-AAF ! ga1 BT HSRU A7 TR B off
BB
. If compounding is granted and paid for, the key
benefit is “immunity from prosecution” for that case,
subject to conditions.

e FHeiT Wiehd g1 oITdT 8 IR AT 3aT HR T S
2, @ 39 IS § e A e € ufiRam g g,

e Firms can seek compounding “before or after” prosecution.

Sl GheHT & g1 A U a1 916 | 1t THSId BT SFRIY HR Fabel! g |
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o Similarly, the published process does not create room for consumer groups or
whistleblowers to make representations before immunity is granted.

GS Paper II: International Relations
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Trump clears Bill that will slap up to 500% tariffs on nations buying Russian oil
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Trump clears Bill that will
slap up to 500% tariffs on
nations buying Russian oil

Sul!astm Hm!!ar

NEW DELHI

Doubling down on his
pressure on India to stop
importing oil from Russia,
US. President Donald
Trump has ‘greenlit’ a le-
gislation that will empower
him to levy up to 500% in
tariffs on countries that
buy oil or uranium from
Russia, according to senior
Senator Lindsey Graham.

Mr. Graham, a close as-
sociate of Mr. Trump, said
the U.S. President on Wed-
nesday has “greenlit” the
Russia Sanctions  Bill,
which could be voted in
Congress “as early as next
week”.

“This Bill would give
President Trump tremen-
dous leverage against
countries like China, India,
and Brazil to incentivise
them to stop buying the
cheap Russian oil that pro-
vides the financing for
[Russian President Vladi-
mir] Putin’s bloodbath
against Ukraine,” Mr. Gra-
ham said.

The bipartisan Bill has
thus far got 84 co-sponsors
in the Senate (out of 100
members), and 151 co-
sponsors in the House of
Representatives, suggest-
ing it will be passed
smoothly once brought to
avote.

‘Top priority’

The move came just ahead
of the arrival of U.S. Am-
bassador-designate Sergio
Gor to New Delhi, who had
said that ensuring India
ends its import of Russian
oil is a “top priority”.

Mr. Gor, who was con-
firmed and sworn in to the
position months ago will
begin his tenure as Ambas-
sador to India and “Special

Tariff target

The Bill gives the U.S. President discretion to choose tariff figures
over and above the 25% penalty tariffs already imposed on India

m The Bill, introduced in the
Senate in April 2025, has
enough co-sponsors from
Republican and Democratic
parties to suggest a smoath
passage once brought to vote

B 84 co-sponsors in Senate
out of a total of 100 members

B 151 co-sponsors in the
House of Representatives

Q They [India] must
stop buying Russian

0il... The President

has only imposed

a25% tariff

[thus far|

SERGIO GOR

U.S. Ambassador- ”
designate ‘

Envoy to South and Central
Asia” on Monday, and is ex-
pected to outline his mis-
sion with a public
statement.

Earlier this week, Mr.
Trump, who had jointly ad-
dressed the press along
with Mr. Graham, an-
nounced they had a “great
legislation coming”, as Mr.
Graham said the Bill would
give the U.S. President dis-
cretion to choose the fi-
gure of the tariffs over and
above 25% penalty tariffs
already imposed on India.

As a result, Mr. Gor’s
first order of business in
Delhi would likely be to
push for a full stop to In-
dian oil imports from Rus-
sia, not just a reduction.

This week, Reliance an-
nounced that it has not re-
ceived any cargo of Rus-
sian oil at its Jamnagar
refinery through most of
December, and does not
expect any in January, indi-
cating that it has stopped
orders of the oil for now.

Indian PSUs increased
their intake sharply in No-
vember 2025, but with Re-
liance stopping all such im-
ports and Nayara Energy,
the other big importer un-
der sanctions from West-
ern countries unable to im-
port, it is unlikely that

India’s Russian oil purchas-
es can recover to previous
levels.

In 2018, under similar
pressure from the previous
Trump administration, In-
dia had “zeroed out” its oil
imports from Iran and Ve-
nezuela as well.

Meanwhile in Paris, Pol-
ish Foreign Minister Rados-
low Sikorski expressed “sa-
tisfaction” that India has
reduced its oil imports
from Russia, during a joint
press appearance with Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.

Jaishankar and Foreign Mi-
nisters of France and
Germany.

In September, during
his Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee confirma-
tion hearings, Mr. Gor said
that Mr. Trump had been
“crystal clear” on the issue
of India’s oil purchases.

“They (India) must stop
buying Russian oil And I
believe almost every single
member of this committee
has co-sponsored Senator
Graham’s legislation which
has proposed a 500% tariff
on secondary purchase
and reselling of Russian oil.
The President has only im-
posed a 25% tariff [thus
far],” he added, referring
to the Russia Sanctions
Act.

Trump clears Bill that will slap up
to 500% tariffs on nations buying
Russian oil

4 9 dd WA a1at ¢ W 500%
P % T a1 fadas &1 du
&1 Het
eDoubling down on his pressure on India to
stop importing oil from Russia, U.S.
President Donald Trump has ‘greenlit’ a
legislation that will empower him to levy up to
500% in tariffs on countries that buy oil or
uranium from Russia, according to senior
Senator Lindsey Graham.

HRA IR =Y ¥ dd ATd b D G FeTd

TT, fvat SiHIeS €U A WY fadas
ﬁ U S dl 5, o I8 T Y qa Al
RFgH e I 39 W 500% 7F 2RE
T i Rl e, BT aky e feisd
pI Kl

eMr. Graham, a close associate of Mr.
Trump, said the U.S. President on
Wednesday has “greenlit’” the Russia
Sanctions Bill, which could be voted in
Congress “as early as next week”.

SU S B T o 1) I8 3 e
SARDT 4 gYdR & &9 ufaey
fadae o Tl § 7, o R Ha H “erTa
T8 Bt YT H g HdaH gl T g
¢“This Bill would give President Trump
tremendous leverage against countries like
China, India, and Brazil to incentivise them
to stop buying the cheap Russian oil that
provides the financing for [Russian President
Vladimir] Putin’s bloodbath against
Ukraine,” Mr. Graham said.
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Shrill reactions
India’s cricket is being held hostage to
olitical compulsions

’s cricketing ties
with its subconunental neighbours are in
afree fall. If border tensions with Pakistan
and the scourge of terrorism affected sporting
links across the Wagah, turbulence within Ban-
gladesh and extreme reactions to it within India,
have turned out to be another stumbling block.
The ghastly lynching of members of the minority
Hindu community in Bangladesh drew rightful
condemnation across the Indian landscape, and
yet the reflexive sporting churn should have been
avoided. In a social media age wherein violence
and insults tend to get amplified, the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) responded
prematurely in forcing Kolkata Knight Riders
(KKR) to release its Bangladeshi left-arm seamer
Mustafizur Rahman. That the Indian Premier
League (IPL) is only commencing on March 26
and much water would have flowed down by
then in the Ganges and the Padma, was lost on
the officials. The Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
was quick in its rejoinder. A security threat to its
squad was propped up as an excuse and a missive
was sent to the International Cricket Council
(ICC) to relocate Bangladesh’s games in the forth-
coming ICC T20 World Cup, away from host In-
dia. Bangladesh also proposed a ban on the tele-
cast of the [PL in the country.

With the T20 World Cup launching on Febru-
ary 7 in India and Sri Lanka, a last minute scram-
bling for venues will be difficult. Incidentally, Pa-
kistan’s games are slotted in Sri Lanka and even
its big contest against India will be staged at Co-
lombo on February 15. With Bangladesh set to
play four preliminary league games in India, a
reallocation will affect hosting logistics. This is a
conundrum that could have been avoided had
the BCCI waited for the hostile tide to turn. The
ties that bind India and Bangladesh, a nation
birthed through the assistance of the former in
1971, now stand frayed. Diplomacy is a complex
interplay of adjustment and pragmatism. The de-
posed former Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina sought refuge and was granted one in Del-
hi, while the Indian government also paid its last
respects to her arch-rival and former Prime Mi-
nister, the late Khaleda Zia. The ICC chairman,
Jay Shah, has an unenviable task of maintaining
neutrality while dealing with the present crisis.
The shrill reactions on either side of the border
need to be tempered; sport should not be hand-
cuffed by political compulsions.

Shrill reactions.

et ufafssarg |

e In a social media age wherein violence and insults tend to
get amplified, the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
responded prematurely in forcing Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR)
to release its Bangladeshi left-arm seamer Mustafizur Rahman.
e Bangladesh also proposed a ban on the telecast of the IPL
in the country.

e Incidentally, Pakistan’s games are slotted in Sri Lanka and
even its big contest against India will be staged at Colombo on
February 15.

TN 9, uTfpea & A9 fide § 79 ¢ 3R HRd & Raaw
DT 581 GHIaa 1 15 BRaRt & dladl | Jar gl

e With Bangladesh set to play four preliminary league
games in India, a reallocation will affect hosting logistics.
SETA % WRA & TR TRAE € 81 Ao & FRIFT  BRO
foradt +f IacTa O ASarIt aRIT gHIfdd gt

e This is a conundrum that could have been avoided had the
BCCI waited for the hostile tide to turn.

g Ueh U1 glauTSTIe ¥e 8 O erefl o Webel o1 37 BCC
Ufa%d TT8Ie & RMid 81 BT AR BTl

e The ties that bind India and Bangladesh, a nation birthed
through the assistance of the former in 1971, now stand frayed.
YR 3R IATRI HI S aral R, S 1971 & ugd &t Jgrad
I 59 3, 3d FHAR TSd feE 7 B

e Diplomacy is a complex interplay of adjustment and
pragmatism.

UGS 3R SqagTRedl &1 U Sfed YqeH gl
e The deposed former Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina sought refuge and was granted one in Delhi, while the
Indian government also paid its last respects to her arch-rival and
former Prime Minister, the late Khaleda Zia.

UG THATGRT B gd FeTTH=T g gfiam A feeht & 2Rt off oiik
3 TRV &1 TS, 8T HRA PR A 7! He Uldgg! ok gd
guH=, faaa warferer forar &1 off sifad srgiafer €

e The ICC chairman, Jay Shah, has an unenviable task of
maintaining neutrality while dealing with the present crisis.
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India to continue to
work with ISA, back
solar adoption

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India will continue to work
with the International So-
lar Alliance (ISA) and sup-
port solar adoption and
energy transition goals, go-
vernment sources said on
Thursday, even as the U.S.
announced its withdrawal
from the alliance.

In an executive order
signed on January 7, the
U.S. sought to withdraw
from 66 “wasteful, ineffec-
tive or harmful interna-
tional organisations”,
which also included the so-
lar alliance.

“These withdrawals will
end American taxpayer
funding and involvement
in entities that advance glo-
balist agendas over U.S.
priorities, or that address
important issues ineffi-
ciently or ineffectively
such that U.S. taxpayer dol-
lars are best allocated in
other ways to support the
relevant missions,” read a
White House fact sheet.

The 125-member al-
liance was conceptualised
on the sidelines of COP21 in
Paris in 2015 and was for-
mally instituted by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and President of France

The U.S. had sought
to withdraw from 66
‘wasteful, ineffective
organisations’ which
also included the ISA

Francois Hollande.

It aspires to unlock $1
trillion in solar invest-
ments by 2030 whilst re-
ducing technology and fi-
nancing costs relating to
solar implementation.

The sources stated that
the alliance’s programmes
are operational in more
than 95 countries and had
supported creation of na-
tional pipelines, regulatory
frameworks, and market
creation.

They added that the al-
liance had been “success-
ful” in demonstrating the
“feasibility and effective-
ness” of solar solutions.

Taking note of the latest
development, the sources
held, “ISA will continue to
work with member coun-
tries, particularly least de-
veloped countries and
small island developing
states, in development and
deployment of solar ener-
gy, mobilising finance,
building capacity, and re-
ducing risk perceptions.”

India to continue to work with ISA,
back solar adoption

YR ISA & HT1Y BTH STRT W, TR
AT BT JHAT B3

e India will continue to work with the
International Solar Alliance (ISA) and support
solar adoption and energy transition goals,
government sources said on Thursday, even as
the U.S. announced its withdrawal from the
alliance.

BRI I A AR Pl B8l b R SfawRrgia
TR TS (ISA) & T1Y HTH TR I[N 3R HR
ST TUT SHoll AsHHUT A&l BT TH B,
Safer SAN®T A Taded § U araft o1 givon
Cal

e In an executive order signed on January 7,
the U.S. sought to withdraw from 66 “wasteful,
ineffective or harmful international
organisations”, which also included the solar
alliance.

7 A B GHAIERA T BRIBRY M= o
SAR®T - 66 “3Uadl, YU AT TP RS
SRR WIS T g 1 i 3, RFd AR
TEY Hit 2 o7l
e “These withdrawals will end American
taxpayer funding and involvement in entities
that advance globalist agendas over U.S.
priorities, or that address important issues
inefficiently or ineffectively such that U.S.
taxpayer dollars are best allocated in other
ways to support the relevant missions,” read a
White House fact sheet.

15 8189 thae e & a1, «J aroft
AT Beararst H G 3R 37 Jwrs &
YATGRY ! T Sl o srfvast urufirdars
J SR AfYP Tolist of 3 Fgrdt 8, AT
Tgayul Gl &) PRI AT SMUTd s J
T Felt §, o srafvat srerarsi &1 4=
3 T! I Hefd Rl & g H SgaR ¢ 9
3frafed favan o Has 1"

e The 125-member alliance was conceptualised on the sidelines of COP21 in Paris in 2015
and was formally instituted by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President of France
Francois Hollande.

125 TR TS S UREHeT 2015 H AT F cOP21 & SR &1 7% 2t 8iR 9 sfiuaiRa
U Y GYTHA g A Y Wi & Igufa wiwar sieie gR1 U fovar ma o

e It aspires to unlock $1 trillion in solar investments by 2030 whilst reducing technology and
financing costs relating to solar implementation.

DT I 2030 I $1 fefRras & WR A= &1 Wie 8, 9y & IR Frafaee ¥
Wt ok famrdiyor arTa &1 $9 FRAT 7

e The sources stated that the alliance’s programmes are operational in more than 95
countries and had supported creation of national pipelines, regulatory frameworks, and

market creation.

A = I o TosH & BriwH 95 A ftre 3= # Taiferd § ok 35 Wy urguers,
e efe, 3R STeIR ffor & o &1 gud fear 31
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o They added that the alliance had been “successful” in demonstrating the “feasibility and
effectiveness” of solar solutions.

I SST b TTasit HIR WU 31 “sqagridr iR qHrasfierar el o # Wb 361

gl

e Taking note of the latest development, the sources held, “ISA will continue to work with
member countries, particularly least developed countries and small island developing
states, in development and deployment of solar energy, mobilising finance, building
capacity, and reducing risk perceptions.”

TAHTH UeARhH IR &M ¢d U A - e, “ISA TG o= & A1, faRIy &7 ¥ sreufasiyd
901 3R B difta faeraxita Tsal & Ty, 9 Sl & e ok uifaiem, faw gem,
&rar fafor, ok SfEw yRonse & 37 H1 T S R AT |

India-Europe’s growing
ties can bring stability to
global politics: Jaishankar

Sriram Lakshman

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar’s first official vi-
sit for 2026 began in Eu-
rope, with a visit to Paris
and Luxembourg, against
the backdrop of major
shifts in global politics in-
cluding the capture of Ve-
nezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro by the U.S. and the
ongoing  Russia-Ukraine
war. In Paris, the Minister
met his French, German
and Polish counterparts
for the India-Weimar Trian-
gle meeting. Mr. Jaishankar
said he chose Europe to
kickstart the year because
India-Europe ties were
growing and because the
two sides could bring sta-
bility to the international
economy and global
politics.

“Why did I come to Eu-
rope? I think it was a very
conscious choice. It was a
choice which reflected our
belief that this relationship
with Europe is really
poised to grow, grow to the
next level,” he said at a
joint press conference in
Paris on Wednesday, with
his Weimar Triangle coun-
terparts.

“I think we can bring
more stability, both into
the international economy
and global politics, and
that really is why I'm here,”
he said.

India’s relationship with
the EU and with Europe
had the most room to
grow, among all its major
relationships, Mr. Jaishan-
kar said. The discussions in
Paris included India shar-
ing perspectives on chal-
lenges in the Indo-Pacific
and on the Ukraine con-
flict, he said on X.

The European Union

Deepening relations: S. Jaishankar during the first India-Weimar
format meeting in Paris on Wednesday. ANl

and India are working to
announce a ‘Free Trade’
Agreement (FTA) during
the visit of EU leaders Ur-
sula von der Leyen and An-
tonio Costa to India for Re-
public Day later this
month. Commerce Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal is in Brus-
sels on a two-day visit (Ja-
nuary 8-9) for discussions
with his EU counterpart,
Commissioner Maros
SefEovié. German Chancel-
lor Frederik Merz is due in
Ahmedabad and Bengalu-
ru next week while French
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron is due in New Delhi
next month for the India Al
Impact Summit.

Mr. Jaishankar also held
bilateral discussions with
France’s Foreign Minister
Jean-Noél Barrot.

‘Build bridges’
Mr. Barrot emphasised that
it was the first time a non-
European partner had
been invited to the Weimar
Triangle meeting format at
the Foreign Minister level.
The rationale, as per Mr.
Barrot, was that France
currently held the G7 presi-
dency and India, the presi-
dency of BRICS. He also
pointed to the FTA that is
approaching finalisation.
“In an increasingly vio-

lent world where balances
are being questioned, it is
important to build bridges
between centres of stabili-
ty, dialogue and responsi-
bility,” the French Minister
said.

Europe has been reeling
from U.S. President Donald
Trump’s ambiguity about
the transatlantic relation-
ship, including his quali-
fied and wavering support
for Ukraine in its war
against Russia. More re-
cently, following the U.S.'s
capture of Mr. Maduro, Mr.
Trump has renewed his
push to acquire Greenland,
an autonomous region of
Denmark. This  has
alarmed European allies of
the U.S., many of whom
have defended Denmark
and Greenland’s sovereign-
ty to determine their
future.

“There’s no such thing
as a collective West.
There’s no such thing as a
Global South,” the French
Foreign Minister said at
Wednesday’s press
conference.

“There are but nations
who can dialogue for their
mutual interests,” he said,
adding that countries
could come together to de-
fend international law and
sovereignty.

India-Europe’s growing ties can
bring stability to global politics:
Jaishankar

YRA-RIT & Jed Jay Ay
o § AT a1 | d &
SIYR[hY
¢ Mr. Jaishankar said he chose Europe to
kickstart the year because India-Europe ties
were growing and because the two sides
could bring stability to the international
economy and global politics.

ot SRR = Fel b I5IH I B YB3Td b
foTT gRIT &1 g1 R HRA-GRT HaY §¢ 7
& 3IR QI Ugf SiaRTery Jrefarawt 3k
Ay T & fRRT a1 9 7
¢ “Why did | come to Europe? | think it was a
very conscious choice. It was a choice which
reflected our belief that this relationship with
Europe is really poised to grow, grow to the
next level,” he said at a joint press
conference in Paris on Wednesday, with his
Weimar Triangle counterparts.

“F 7RV 4T 3M1AT? Y AT § TE U §gd &l
SIE® 19 41| I8 g-1d AR a4 ol
Zfar g fs TR & 91y ug ey aRad | g
¥ foTT TR &, 3AT TR dF de- & farg,”

I JUIR BT AT F Wgaa U Hisha o

30 FIR TRATA UGB ET & 1Y HgT|
¢“| think we can bring more stability, both into
the international economy and global politics,
and that really is why I'm here,” he said.

“HSI TR § [ &H SfavepIa SrfeaawT iR
Ay Torfa S & aifie fRRET o1 I@a §,
3R Irad ® U8t RO B {5 W gt €, I
Dol
¢ India’s relationship with the EU and with
Europe had the most room to grow, among all
its major relationships, Mr. Jaishankar said.

off STARIHR A FEl foh YR BT 39 3R QR &
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1y Teey, Tt e eiel & qad 3ifere sge Y WU a1 g |
e The discussions in Paris included India sharing perspectives on challenges in
the Indo-Pacific and on the Ukraine conflict, he said on X.

e 7 g2 Fafo B 1RA 3 £2)- MR &7 1 R AR Tt T R o
Z¥opiur I fby, I8 X R Fall

e The European Union and India are working to announce a ‘Free Trade’
Agreement (FTA) during the visit of EU leaders Ursula von der Leyen and
Antoénio Costa to India for Republic Day later this month.

e More recently, following the U.S.’s capture of Mr. Maduro, Mr. Trump has

renewed his push to acquire Greenland, an autonomous region of Denmark.

11 81 H, SR gRT ol A1 & Foal & 91G, At ¢U A WAdts, St b ST P

WO &3 §, U 6’ & 30 YA &1 iR & = fhan g

The last Russia-U.S. nuclear treaty is

about to expire; what happens next?
L

Reuters
LONDON

Even at the height of their
Cold War nuclear rivalry,
the United States and the
Soviet Union thrashed out
a series of treaties to keep
the arms race from spirall-
ing out of control.

Though they agreed on
little else, leaders in Mos-
cow and Washington saw
value in talks — from 1969
until long after the Soviet
collapse in 1991 — to create
a stable and predictable
framework limiting the
size of their nuclear
arsenals.

Now the last U.S.-Russia
nuclear treaty, New START,
is just weeks away from ex-
piring on February 5, and
what comes next is uncer-
tain. The two countries,
preoccupied by the war in
Ukraine, have not held any

Trump has not formally responded to Putin’s proposal that they
agree to adhere to New START limits for a further 12 months. AFp

talks on a successor treaty.

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin proposed in Sep-
tember that both parties
should agree for a further
12 months to adhere to the
New START limits, which
cap the number of de-
ployed nuclear warheads
at 1,550 on each side.

U.S. President Donald

Trump has yet to deliver a
formal response, and West-
ern security analysts are di-
vided about the wisdom of
accepting Mr. Putin’s offer.

On one hand, it would
buy time to chart a way for-
ward, while sending a pol-
itical signal that both sides
want to preserve a vestige
of arms control.

On the other hand, it
would allow Russia to keep
developing weapons sys-
tems outside the scope of
New START, including its
Burevestnik cruise missile
and Poseidon torpedo.

The Chinese factor
Former U.S. defence plan-
ner Greg Weaver noted in a
paper for the Atlantic
Council that Russia had re-
fused since 2023 to accept
mutual inspections that
would provide Washington
with assurances that Mos-
cow is still complying with
the treaty.

Agreeing to Mr. Putin’s
proposal, Mr. Weaver ad-
ded, would also send a
message to China that the
United States would not
build up its strategic nu-
clear forces in response to
China’s fast-growing nu-
clear arsenal.

The last Russia-U.S. nuclear treaty is about to expire; what happens next?

Sifaw =g-3meT wRATY] | THTE g 9Tl 3; 31F 3 /T ghI?

e Even at the height of their Cold War nuclear rivalry, the United States and the Soviet
Union thrashed out a series of treaties to keep the arms race from spiralling out of control.

3o =i g W] fagfgar & oA W o, Iga Iea ST SR Tifaga w3 e
siga wfrn R T 3 aifd sRART @Y s e d aeR A 8
e Though they agreed on little else, leaders in Moscow and Washington saw value in talks —

from 1969 until long after the Soviet collapse in 1991 — to create a stable and predictable
framework limiting the size of their nuclear arsenals.

BT ST ATa! § 351+ B g Ygafd §Ts, Aipt SR IRATeT & ~drsil ¥ aratei § geg
T — 1969 T AHX 1991 H Fifaad Ia- & dd 9 §Ig adb — dlidh 37 URHTY] IRANTR D
AR B! iffrd HA & e 1 fRR SR gafgue g g s o1 9 |
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Now the last U.S.-Russia nuclear treaty, New START, is just weeks away from expiring on
February 5, and what comes next is uncertain.

3 3ifor ST TRHTY AfY, =g START, Hdd $& il H 5 BIAN DI JHTW g1 areit
&, SR 3R 1 B I% AT 3|

The two countries, preoccupied by the war in Ukraine, have not held any talks on a
successor treaty.

31 3T, goheT g H x4, A el SeRifree Yt Wit iR 12 araf =t &t 31

Russian President Vladimir Putin proposed in September that both parties should agree
for a further 12 months to adhere to the New START limits, which cap the number of
deployed nuclear warheads at 1,550 on each side.

w3t wgufa sfedR gfam A Ridar o uxara @ fos <1 uar sTel 12 761 db Y START
Hrail BT I HRA IR Geqd 8, o TAD U& & o1 URHTY] aRe§d B AT Bl 1,550 TR
BIERERGIC]

U.S. President Donald Trump has yet to deliver a formal response, and Western security
analysts are divided about the wisdom of accepting Mr. Putin’s offer.

ARPT P STes ¢u 3 3t b situmnies ufafehar et €t 8, oiR ufdeh geam
faxaus 39 910 & e faHIiTd § 6 4t gfo & vara &1 TR AT fabaeT e HRT1 3

On one hand, it would buy time to chart a way forward, while sending a political signal that
both sides want to preserve a vestige of arms control.

TS 3R, T§ N BT AIoHT S & TolT THT TG o, 3R WY 51 g IAer-ifad v oft
orT s g1 g gRAR AT & te =il & 99 e 9red §

On the other hand, it would allow Russia to keep developing weapons systems outside the
scope of New START, including its Burevestnik cruise missile and Poseidon torpedo.

Agreeing to Mr. Putin’s proposal, Mr. Weaver added, would also send a message to China
that the United States would not build up its strategic nuclear forces in response to
China’s fast-growing nuclear arsenal.

Somalia’s fight against extremist militants shows signs of success in Mogadishu
TECITT————

Associated Press
MOGADISHU

Mogadishu’s first line of de-
fence against the next mili-
tant attack on Somalia’s
capital ranges from ma-
chine gunners in pick-up
trucks to young men in
plain clothes manning
checkpoints.

One of the leaders is Ab-
dikani Ali Mohamed, a
teenage-faced colonel
whose authority has grown
in the city as Somalia’s go-
vernment tries to disman-
tle al-Shabab networks.

Mr. Mohamed’s opera-
tives are so suspicious that
even an armoured vehicle
— the ultimate status sym-
bol beloved by important
people — triggers alarm if it
has not passed through a

checkpoint for days.

“What we have clearly
understood is these people
[al-Shabab] ~are always
evolving,” Mr. Mohamed
said. “The strategy is al-
ways evolving in terms of
attack mechanisms and
the complexity they are
utilising.”

After his election in
2022, President Hassan
Sheikh Mohamud declared
a “total war” against the
militants who oppose his
fragile government and are
responsible for killing or
maiming thousands of peo-
ple over the years. He has
not only vowed to attack al-
Shabab on the frontlines
but also to target its finane-
es and standing among or-
dinary Somalis.

Somalia has been with-

out a properly functional
central government since
the overthrow by warlords
of the dictator Siad Barre in
1991

Authorities have said
that the effort to stop al-
Shabab — an operation
backed by African Union
peacekeepers and military
advisers from countries
such as Egypt and Turkey
— must be led by intelli-
gence gatherers, putting
the National Intelligence
and Security Agency, or NI-
SA, at the centre of the un-
wieldy security apparatus
trying to keep the federal
government operational.

The last major attack by
al-Shabab came in August
2024 and killed dozens at
the city’s Lido beach, alth-
ough there have been am-

|

President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud has vowed to attack al-Shabab
on the frontlines and target its finances. AFP

bitious plots like the failed
attempt to assassinate the
President in March and a
prison attack in October.
Security officials claim
success because of the rar-
ity these days of major at-
tacks in Mogadishu by al-
Shabab, which is fighting
to impose Islamic law in

the Horn of Africa nation.
The group has ties to
al-Qaida.

A “ring of steel” around
Mogadishu makes it harder
for al-Shabab to penetrate
the city, said Abdi Guled, a
Somali who is an indepen-
dent analyst of the Horn.
“The integration of high-

tech surveillance and im-
proved intelligence sharing
has disrupted several cells,
but this remains a tactical
success.”

Attacks by al-Shabab
typically involve impro-
vised explosive devices
hidden in cars and deto-
nated at strategic loca-
tions, especially the gates
of popular hotels and go-
vernment buildings. The
most powerful bombings
have killed hundreds of ci-
vilians at a time.

Hotels, restaurants, and
other places frequented by
government officials are
now shielded by concrete
barriers, while the presi-
dency and most embassies
are ensconced in a fortified
zone near the airport,
whose security is Mr. Mo-

hamed’s responsibility.

“For us we are at war,”
he said, describing his
work after inspecting
checkpoints in Mogadishu,
where security measures
now also mandate shop
owners to install security
cameras. “This is a battle
that is going to be back and
forth — and one we are
winning currently.”

Facing military pres-
sure, including occasional
U.S. airstrikes, al-Shabab
has retreated to areas of
southern and central So-
malia that suit its guerrilla
tactics.

Beyond Mogadishu, the
conflict “has shifted from a
rapid offensive to a grind-
ing war of attrition” as al-
Shabab fighters retreat un-
der pressure to resupply

Somalia’s fight against extremist militants shows signs of success in
Mogadishu

%m%mmmm%mmmﬁm%m
a1

One of the leaders is Abdikani Ali Mohamed, a teenage-faced colonel whose authority has
grown in the city as Somalia’s government tries to dismantle al-Shabab networks.

Security officials claim success because of the rarity these days of major attacks in
Mogadishu by al-Shabab, which is fighting to impose Islamic law in the Horn of Africa

and then ambush govern-
ment troops and their al-
lies in remote towns, ac-
cording to Mr. Guled.

In parts of Somalia’s
Lower Shabelle region —
the country’s food basket
and now also a bartle-
ground in the fight with al-
Shabab - confrontations
between government
troops and militants have
become more frequent in
recent months.

There are construction
sites across Mogadishu, a
city of just under 3 million
people. Cafes and ice
cream parlors are sprout-
ing, and at night the neon
lights come on in the main
thoroughfares, emitting
the kind of life that Mogad-
ishu's senior residents
hope for.
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The group has ties to al-Qaida.

Y qUE FT SA-PHAST U YaY 3|

A “ring of steel” around Mogadishu makes it harder for al-Shabab to penetrate the city, said
Cafes and ice cream parlors are sprouting, and at night the neon lights come on in the main

thoro&cﬁ;gfares emitting the kind of life that Mogadishu’s senior residents hope for.
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UN body pegs India’s growth at 7.2% this fiscal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A day after the Union go-
vernment estimated the
economy to grow at 7.4% in
financial year 202526, the
United Nations Depart-
ment of Economic and So-
cial Affairs (UN DESA) said
consumption and public
investment can “largely
oftset” the impact of tariffs
imposed by the U.S. and
enable India to grow by
7.2% this fiscal.

However, the report
warned that continuing ta-
riffs could weigh on the
economy as 18% of Indian
exports are U.S.-bound. It
said “tax reforms and mo-
netary easing should pro-
vide additional near-term

support”, adding that
strong demand from other
markets, including Europe
and the West Asia, will li-
mit the tariff impact.

The report predicted In-
dia’s growth to be 7.4% in
calendar year 2025. On a
fiscal year basis, it estimat-
ed India to grow at 6.6%
and 6.8% in 2026-27 and
2027-28, respectively.

“In India, growth is esti-
mated at 7.4% for 2025 and
forecast at 6.6% for 2026
and 6.7% for 2027, support-
ed by resilient consump-
tion and strong public in-
vestment, which should
largely offset the adverse
impact of higher United
States tariffs,” the report,
presented in the UN DE-
SA’s World Economic Situa-

Varying forecasts

UNDESA estimates India to grow by 7.2% in FY26, slightly
lower than the 7.4% estimated by the Indian government
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tion and Prospects 2026,
said.

On the other hand, the
report added that, while
the tariffs may adversely af-
fect some product catego-
ries, key exports such as
electronics and smart-

UN body pegs India’s growth at 7.2% this fiscal
HY MY HRIT A 39 fow af HRa o1 3 R 7.2% st

CALINAC. LIMACE & BERART

phones are expected to re-
main exempt.

“On the supply side,
continued expansion in
manufacturing and servic-
es sectors will remain a key
driver of growth through-
out the forecast period,”

the report said.

In 2025, “India recorded
strong growth in gross
fixed capital formation, led
by higher public spending
on physical and digital in-
frastructure, defence, and
renewable energy”, the re-
port said.

“The Cooperation
Council for the Arab States
of the Gulf (GCC) countries
continued to undertake
large-scale capital invest-
ments aligned with long-
term economic diversifica-
tion strategies.” However,
in contrast, the report not-
ed that China saw a con-
traction in its fixed asset in-
vestment through the first
three quarters of 2025, due
to the ongoing weakness in
the property sector.

A day after the Union government estimated the economy to grow at 7.4% in financial year
2025-26, the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) said
consumption and public investment can “largely offset” the impact of tariffs imposed by the
U.S. and enable India to grow by 7.2% this fiscal.
FET TRPR R I I 2025-26 T SRITTRIT BT 7.4% ik T STHA TME oIH & T g
ITe, HYEd WY TS 3R HHTIE A BT fIURT (UN DESA) = HgT fos JUHIT 3R
FraeTes a1 ST gRT T T SR & YUT B “HTH! 8¢ adb Jgiad” B THhd § AR
39 fad o YRd &1 7.2% &1 g feen Iova &1
However, the report warned that continuing tariffs could weigh on the economy as 18% of
Indian exports are U.S.-bound.
gratifas, RO A et §f fos R R sidarawn W sig S1d Udhd § difes YR fafd
BT 18% SANDT HI AT 5|

It said “tax reforms and monetary easing should provide additional near-term support”,
adding that strong demand from other markets, including Europe and West Asia, will limit the

tariff impact.

feuTe & Tl T o PR GUR MR Wi wgoran Aave safy & sifafked 9947 vem ot
AT, 1Y & GRIT 3R ufyy TR Iftd o7 SoiRT | Aoigd AT SR & T &1 it

M|

The report predicted India’s growth to be 7.4% in calendar year 2025.

RO 7 Feisw adf 2025 H YRA F1 IS R 7.4% I8 BT STAM AT
On a fiscal year basis, it estimated India to grow at 6.6% and 6.8% in 2026-27 and 2027-28,

respectively.

faiia o & SR W, RO 3 2026-27 3R 2027-28 & HRA &1 g HFHA: 6.6% 3R 6.8% g

T SHFHH AT

“In India, growth is estimated at 7.4% for 2025 and forecast at 6.6% for 2026 and 6.7% for
2027, supported by resilient consumption and strong public investment, which should largely
offset the adverse impact of higher United States tariffs,” the report, presented in the UN
DESA’s World Economic Situation and Prospects 2026, said.
UN DESA &1 World Economic Situation and Prospects 2026 & gd f¥uré o e man fp

“URA T 2025 & 1T 3FG 7.4% 311 715 § 3R 2026 & AT 6.6% AT 2027 & T 6.7% BT
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On the other hand, the report added that, while the tariffs may adversely affect some product
categories, key exports such as electronics and smartphones are expected to remain
exempt.

TR SRR, RO & e T o gretifer SR $ ITe A0} 1 THRIAS T ¥ JHIfad R
Thd B, Al g~ iR TG S8 v fFafd & gad 781 ot SHie 81

“On the supply side, continued expansion in manufacturing and services sectors will
remain a key driver of growth throughout the forecast period,” the report said.

Reté & et T fob “amgfel ver B, fafemior o dar 851 § PRAR R qaigar orafd F ERM
3G BT UHE SRS &1 1"

In 2025, “India recorded strong growth in gross fixed capital formation, led by higher public
spending on physical and digital infrastructure, defence, and renewable energy”, the report

said.

RO & o1 T {5 2025 H “URA A G fRR gsht fAaior & gogg 3fG &6 1, T Aqa
Hifaw 3IR fSfrea srauRarT, Taf, ok Fdievia Huf w sifis

¢ “The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC) countries continued to
undertake large-scale capital investments aligned with long-term economic diversification

strategies.”

g 1 fpar)”

TS 3RT ISl & TEANT UG (GCC) ST A Srdapiferes snffer fafqsdierzor Yoot &
Y §8 T W Yol Fawr otz
e However, in contrast, the report noted that China saw a contraction in its fixed asset
investment through the first three quarters of 2025, due to the ongoing weakness in the
property sector.

BT, 39 faudia, R & we1 a1 {6 o4 & 2025 Pt Ugel dF famnRal & aRM fRR
ufeeufay A= o Soaa 3xar T, o R fyad Tee & | o s ]

Govt. seeks feedback on draft Bill to regulate

pesticides, promote ‘safe and effective’ use
GS lll: Economy ]

A.M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

The Union Agriculture Mi-
_ nistry has invited public
comments on the draft
Pesticides Management
Bill that aims to repeal the
Insecticides Act of 1968.

According to the draft,
the new Bill will regulate
manufacture, import,
packaging, labelling, stor-
age, advertisement, sale,
transport, distribution, use
and disposal of pesticides
to “ensure availability of
safe and effective
pesticides”.

The Bill strives to mini-
mise risk to human beings,
animals, living organisms
other than pests, and the
environment, and pro-
mote pesticides that are
“biological and based on

The Bill strives to minimise risk to human beings, animals, living
organisms other than pests, and the environment. FILE PHOTO

traditional knowledge”.

It defines “pesticide” as
a substance or mixture of
substances, including a for-
mulation, of chemical or
biological origin intended
to prevent, destroy, at-
tract, repel, mitigate or
control any pest in agricul-
ture, industry, pest control

operations, public health,
storage or for ordinary use.
The definition includes any
substance intended for use
as a plant growth regulator,
defoliant, desiccant, fruit
thinning agent, or sprout-
ing inhibitor and also any
substance applied to crops
either before or after har-

vest to protect them from
deterioration during stor-
age and transport.

The draft provides for
constituting the Central
Pesticides Board to advise
the Central government
and State governments on
scientific and technical
matters on administering
the proposed Act. It will
advise the Union govern-
ment in making criteria for
good manufacturing prac-
tices, including processes
for pesticide manufactur-
ers, best practices for pest
control operators, proce-
dure for the recall of pesti-
cides, the criteria for the
disposal of pesticides and
packages in an environ-
mentally sound manner
and standards for the ad-
vertisement of pesticides.

As per the draft Bill, the

Union government can ap-
point a registration com-
mittee to make decisions
on registration of pesti-
cides, specify conditions
subject to which a certifi-
cate of registration is grant-
ed, periodically review the
safety and efficacy of regis-
tered pesticides and
amend or cancel certifi-
cates of registration. The
committee shall also main-
tain a national register of
pesticides in digital form.

The draft Bill also pro-
vides for a punishment of
imprisonment up to five
years, or fine from 10 lakh
to ¥50 lakh or with both for
the manufacture, import,
sale, exhibit for sale, tran-
sport, distribute, use or
cause to use of pesticide in
“death or grievous hurt of
another.”
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Govt. seeks feedback on draft Bill to regulate pesticides, promote ‘safe and
effective’ use

P! &1 fafafia 39 ok <RI T guTdl ST &t 9¢rar 31 & e
e fadge R R A ufafear |

e The Union Agriculture Ministry has invited public comments on the draft Pesticides
Management Bill that aims to repeal the Insecticides Act of 1968.

FEI FY HATeY 3 PeAme yde [A9ae F 7Ue R e fewfimt mHid o1 ]
T I5=T 1968 & BleARIS AfUfTaH &1 FRed FAT 5|

e According to the draft, the new Bill will regulate manufacture, import, packaging, labelling,
storage, advertisement, sale, transport, distribution, use and disposal of pesticides to “ensure
availability of safe and effective pesticides”.
TS & SR, T fAdes Pie=res! & o, smard, Yo, dafenT, wsrur, fagm, fawt,
gRae, fadRo, It 3R fAuer & fafafira s dafe JRigM iR guTdt Seame! ot
JuASd AT b1 S qb |

e The Bill strives to minimise risk to human beings, animals, living organisms other than pests,
and the environment, and promote pesticides that are “biological and based on traditional
knowledge”.
gg fadgs a3, uggat, ﬁﬁ%mmﬁﬂa‘r SR qafeRr o fU SAREH o] e B ol
AP MR TRURS JH W NUTR SRS ST TGIaT < BT T FHRl ¢ |

o |t defines “pesticide” as a substance or mixture of substances, including a formulation, of
chemical or biological origin intended to prevent, destroy, attract, repel, mitigate or control any
pest in agriculture, industry, pest control operations, public health, storage or for ordinary use.
g “PYeATNS” B IS T AP T  Gared a1 garedf & oo, R mredaer o i
2, % =u A uRuId &1 8, ST 35xg $f¥, Ie0T, Bic 0 o, Yidwi-e W@,
USRUN 1 W YA H faft ot i & AT, T8 HAT, BN HAT, G WL, HH HRAT
7 fifd s 8|

e The definition includes any substance intended for use as a plant growth regulator, defoliant,
desiccant, fruit thinning agent, or sprouting inhibitor and also any substance applied to crops
either before or after harvest to protect them from deterioration during storage and transport.
=g aRyTeT & Oy gfg Fammes, afat fARM aren, g aren, %d Udard= Toic a1 SgRor
ERIYF & =g H JUTNT g a1l Bis U Ured, a1 HSRUT 3R URagd & SR Hud! & TRId
B I §9M & U wers § Ugd a1 91g § ORI T His o verd =nfie g

e The draft provides for constituting the Central Pesticides Board to advise the Central
government and State governments on scientific and technical matters on administering the
proposed Act.

TG TRTfad S 3 URmed ¥ Jefid dxfe ofR de-ie! Al IR $x 3R I
BRI B! TATE & & 1T BT BIeATRIS SIS & T3 BT UG HAT 6|

e It will advise the Union government in making criteria for good manufacturing practices,
including processes for pesticide manufacturers, best practices for pest control operators,
procedure for the recall of pesticides, the criteria for the disposal of pesticides and packages
in an environmentally sound manner and standards for the advertisement of pesticides.
g5 =3 faferator gute & AMcs 09 oA, BieARie FHiarst o uisbarst, i gz
TaTad! & [T qarad YIS, BIcATRID! &I A St Uithal, TaiaR0l & 3Hd aid o
DICARID! 3R Uhail & UCH & AFES U BICARISD! & [T & AFD! IR Bg DR B
R

e As per the draft Bill, the Union government can appoint a registration committee to make
decisions on registration of pesticides, specify conditions subject to which a certificate of
registration is granted, periodically review the safety and efficacy of registered pesticides
and amend or cancel certificates of registration.

Tl f38® & SR, H8 WHR ARG & UoiIdHR0] IR ufg o, Usiieor yaTors fou
T Bt T Ui B, Tolid BleRid! &1 QR&T 3R YHIRITAd & TH9-99g TR e
B qUT USTDHROT FHTOTTA! & TR I7 XE B o (o1T UsipRr "t F-Iad &= Jadi g
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e The committee shall also maintain a national register of pesticides in digital form.

Tfafd f$fsred &0 H Iga Fteamre Aere it

FHIE W |

e The draft Bill also provides for a punishment of imprisonment up to five years, or fine from
%10 lakh to ¥50 lakh or with both for the manufacture, import, sale, exhibit for sale, transport,
distribute, use or cause to use of pesticide in “death or grievous hurt of another.”

TaiteT 3t & U Ara B Sieamie! & Aafon, smard, fowt, fawt & fore yexi, ufasT,
fIaR0T, STRNT A1 SUANT XA IR Ui 94 % $T o, T 710 AR A T50 ARG P BT A, AT
3T 1 ey g, et 399 “faelt o &Y gog a1 ik =e gt ]

GSDP share as criterion for central-State transfers
vae

he central government shares its gross

tax revenues with States based on the

recommendations of successive

Finance Commissions (FCs), which
determine both the overall share to States and the
formula for tax devolution. The Centre also
transfers resources through grants-in aid and
centrally sponsored schemes (CSS). While the
recommendations of 15 FCs have been
implemented, those of the 16th FC have yet to be
tabled in Parliament.

Central transfers have become a subject of
intense debate. Key concerns include the erosion
of the fiscal autonomy of States following the
implementation of Goods and Services Tax (GST),
revenue losses arising from GST rate cuts, the
increasing dominance of CSS that constraint
State-level spending flexibility, the Centre’s
growing cesses and surcharges that are not
shared with States, and declining devolution
shares of high-performing States. Moreover, most
FCs have prioritised equity over efficiency, having
relied heavily on debatable criteria such as
income distance and population, and frequently
altered the weights assigned to these variables.
Significant regional disparities also persist across
States in expenditure needs and fiscal capacity.

Tax collection versus tax contribution
States such as Karnataka, Maharashtra and Tamil
Nadu argue that they contribute
disproportionately to central tax revenues but
receive relatively smaller shares through tax
devolution. This claim, however, is often
contested on the grounds that direct tax figures
reflect the location of collections rather than the
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is Economic
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GSDP share is a
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central taxes at
the State level

actual place where income is generated.
Individuals and companies may pay taxes in
locations different from where economic activity
oceurs.

For example, automobile manufacturers in
Tamil Nadu may sell vehicles across India, but
their tax payments are recorded in the State
where their registered office is located. Similarly,
plantation companies in Kerala earn profits
nationwide, though taxes are paid in Kerala.

Therefore, jurisdiction based on PAN data fails
to accurately capture State-wise contributions to
direct taxes. This is due to the presence of
multi-State firms, labour migration, temporary or
multi-location work arrangements, and the
absence of detailed data on inter-State
transactions among associated enterprises.
Therefore, an indirect and more reliable proxy is
needed to estimate the accrual of central taxes at
the State level.

GSDP as proxy for State-level tax accrual
Although the Centre levies direct taxes, Gross
State Domestic Product (GSDP) represents the
underlying tax base within each State. If tax
administration efficiency is broadly uniform
across States and the ratio of direct tax revenue to
GSDP does not vary significantly, a State’s share
in national GSDP can reasonably approximate its
contribution to central tax revenues. Since the
GST is destination-based and the principal source
of indirect taxation, its attribution across States is
relatively uncontroversial.

Empirical evidence supports this approach.
Using 2023-24 data, the correlation between

States’ GSDP and direct tax collections is 0.75,

Central tax collections, transfers and GSDP

GSDP, reflecting accrual of central taxes, strikes a
balance between efficiency and equity in tax devolution

State-wise direct tax and gross GST collections, central transfers and GSDP from 2020-21 to 2024-25

FC Transfers using et
devolution GSDP share &

(% lakh crore) | % share | (% lakh crore) | % share | % share | (% lakh crore) | % share (% lakh crore) (% lakh crore)
Andhra Pradesh 3.32 2.97 3.23 4.30 4.07 64.35 4.97 3.74 051
Assam 0.75 0.67 2.93 3.90 3.13 24.48 1.89 142 -1.51
Bihar 0.76 0.68 6.5 8.65 10.06 38.48 2.97 2.23 -4.27
Chhattisgarh 168 150 2.36 314 34 23.03 178 134 -1.02
Gujarat 7.69 6.88 2.55 3.39 348 108.38 8.37 6.29 374
Haryana 6.02 5.39 0.83 110 1.09 48.82 37 2.83 2.00
Himachal Pradesh 0.48 0.43 1.19 158 0.83 9.58 0.74 0.56 063
Jharkhand 158 141 2.22 2.96 3.31 20.69 1.60 1.20 1.02
Karnataka 14.14 12.65 2.93 3.90 3.65 113.94 8.80 6.61 3.68
Kerala 181 162 2.03 2.70 1.93 51.19 3.96 2.97 0.94
Madhya Pradesh 217 1.94 5.56 7.40 7.85 61.26 4.73 3.56 2.00
k htra 403 36.06 4.99 6.64 6.32 179.83 13.90 10.44 545
Odisha 2.61 2.34 3.32 4.42 4.53 36.40 2.51 2.11 121
Punjab 147 132 1.57 2.09 181 3471 2.68 2.02 0.45
Rajasthan 2.83 2.53 4.57 6.08 6.03 67.96 5.25 3.94 0.63
Tamil Nadu 8.5 7.61 BiE] 4.66 4.08 120.41 9.30 6.99 349
Telangana 432 3.87 1.84 2.45 2.10 64.81 5.01 3.76 192
Uttar Pradesh 514 4.60 11.88 15.81 17.94 116.28 8.98 6.75 5.13
khand 0.9 0.81 1.24 165 112 1484 115 0.86 0.38
West Bengal 4.46 3.99 5.23 6.96 7.52 74.64 5.7 4.33 0.90
8 small States 4.63

GSDP share as criterion for central-State transfers

FE—y g gxdiaror & e Gspp AR & A a9 T

while the correlation between GSDP and GST
collections is as high as 0.91. This strong
relationship suggests that GSDP share is a
meaningful indicator of the accrual of central
taxes at the State level.

From 2020-21 to 2024-25, the Centre devolved
41% of its gross tax revenues to States in line with
the 15th FC’s recommendations, along with
additional transfers through grants-in-aid and
CSS. According to the Ministry of Finance (Rajya
Sabha Unstarred Question No. 236, dated
December 2, 2025), total transfers during this
five-year period amounted to ¥ 75.12 lakh crore
(see Table).

Uttar Pradesh received the largest share of
transfers (15.81%), followed by Bihar (8.65%), and
West Bengal (6.96%). However, these States
accounted for only 4.6%, 0.67% and 3.99%,
respectively, of combined direct tax and GST
collections. In contrast, Maharashtra contributed
the highest share of tax collections (40.3%), but
received only 6.64% of total transfers. Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu contributed 12.65% and 7.61%,
while receiving 3.9% and 4.66%, respectively.
Haryana (1.1%), Himachal Pradesh (1.58%) and
Uttarakhand (1.65%) received low shares of
transfers, despite contributing 5.39%, 0.43% and
0.81%, respectively.

The 15th FC’s devolution shares show an
almost perfect correlation (0.99) with actual
transfers over the five-year period, but a weak
correlation (0.24) with tax collection shares. By
contrast, GSDP shares display a high correlation
with tax collections (0.81) and a moderate
correlation with devolution shares (0.58). This
suggests that GSDP strikes a balance between
efficiency, by reflecting tax contributions, and
equity, by allowing redistribution.

Only in Haryana, Karnataka and Maharashtra,
the GSDP share is less than tax collection share,
likely due to the concentrations of registered
offices of multi-State firms. In Tamil Nadu, GSDP
share exceeds tax collections, reflecting
production activity whose tax payments are
recorded elsewhere.

Gainers, losers under a GSDP-based formula
If total central transfers were distributed purely
on the basis of GSDP shares, nine of the 20 major
States would gain. Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu would benefit the
most, while Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh would experience the largest reductions.
Importantly, these gains and losses would be
moderate, as GSDP shares differ less sharply from
tax collection shares than current devolution
outcomes.

A higher weight for GSDP share would better
reflect the accrual of central tax revenues,
acknowledge the contributions of States to
national income, and improve the perceived
fairness and the credibility of India’s
inter-governmental fiscal transfer system.

The views expressed are persona
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The central government shares its gross tax revenues with States based on the
recommendations of successive Finance Commissions (FCs), which determine both the
overall share to States and the formula for tax devolution.

H% PR 30 e B IS B AT & 1Y HAD fa<T AN (FCs) T Rmiiee &

;;rrsrr\fuvww—cﬁ%, S I I e AT St e 3R R gRaiaRUl & G Gl DI 9 HRd
|

The Centre also transfers resources through grants-in-aid and centrally sponsored

schemes (CSS).

&% WRBR IS T 3R Hg UrAIford i1t (CSS) & Areqd ¥ oft Tareqt &1
BXITRT BT &

While the recommendations of 15 Finance Commissions have been implemented, those of
the 16th Finance Commission have yet to be tabled in Parliament.

et 15 famt ST &t RIwRR! an 8 91 €, a6] 163 o SmaiT &t Rt onnft 9 Twg
H U 81 1 TS B |

Central transfers have become a subject of intense debate.

HAIT TR 39 e 59 P1 [Ivg 97 T 5

Key concerns include the erosion of the fiscal autonomy of States following the
implementation of Goods and Services Tax (GST).

T ffdrsif o a%g Td Aa1 B (GST) AFLEH & §1G oAl D1 ITHING TR § HH!
M B

Revenue losses arising from GST rate cuts are another concern.

GST &3\ & Wetdl § g a1l o Jhar Hf U 5t ffar €1

The increasing dominance of centrally sponsored schemes constrains State-level
spending flexibility.

S U TSATS HT FgdT TYd IS Wd B aHara &I A HRa1 3|

The Centre’s growing cesses and surcharges that are not shared with States also remain
contentious.

H% GRT T 7 TG TG A 3R ARTS!, forg X1od1 o A1 ATeh e} fopat wret, ot faarg
fowr 9 gu g

There is also concern about the declining devolution shares of high-performing States.
IER W= FA ardt o4l & o8 H FH B A +ff i1 srars et g

Moreover, most Finance Commissions have prioritised equity over efficiency.

ST 3ralTaT, AT favt STaT = PeIerdT & oI FHAET B Wifiedr & 21

They have relied heavily on debatable criteria such as income distance and population, and
frequently altered the weights assigned to these variables.

S2I ST e 3R STHS S faTerRye AFe! W 3ifie FviRar i 8 sik 574 ferw aa
YRI$ IR-IR daal WG|

Significant regional disparities also persist across States in expenditure needs and fiscal
capacity.

g@%ﬂ;ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ%%ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬂwiﬁﬁmmﬁ
|

Tax collection versus tax contribution
Y HIE I9TH B NS

States such as Karnataka, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu argue that they contribute

disproportionately to central tax revenues but receive relatively smaller shares through tax

devolution.

FHle®, 3R ARG S T b <4 & o 3 P B IoRa H 30 =Y
gg%, AP B AR & A & I HeHd HH e ferdr 21

This claim, however, is often contested on the grounds that direct tax figures reflect the

location of collections rather than the actual place where income is generated.

BTl 39 21 &I T8 Hedx gl a4l Sl & b Weaet $R iiehrs I W &I S § S8l B

YT ST &, 7 fob 39 T &1 ofg| aRad | 31 S 8icil ¢
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¢ Individuals and companies may pay taxes in locations different from where economic
activity occurs. ]
HAfdd SR HUAT I RITF U ST TG TR HR 3T HR Jbd § ol AAP TfAfafe et gl

e For example, automobile manufacturers in Tamil Nadu may sell vehicles across India, but
their tax payments are recorded in the State where their registered office is located.

e Therefore, jurisdiction based on PAN data fails to accurately capture State-wise
contributions to direct taxes.
TRTT U1 T WR SHTTRA SATISR ISTAR el HR ARG $I Tal &4 | g &1 T

e This is due to the presence of multi-State firms, labour migration, temporary or multi-
location work arrangements, and the absence of detailed data on inter-State transactions
among associated enterprises.
g R Sg-Ia HUfa, 99 Jare, STt a1 95-RIT $1d Fawirsi, iR dog S
& I RIS A3 R fawqa sifere) &1 HHl & HRU 3T gidll 8|

GSDP as proxy for State-level tax accrual

ST -IARIT BR U & T GSDP T gad

e Although the Centre levies direct taxes, Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) represents
the underlying tax base within each State.
BTaiiTeh g Ued& B TIIT 8, Afp-T Wb el Iy U IUIG (GSDP) U Iod H Hige B
YR H T B

¢ If tax administration efficiency is broadly uniform across States and the ratio of direct tax
revenue to GSDP does not vary significantly, a State’s share in national GSDP can
reasonably approximate its contribution to central tax revenues.
I B URITHA P ST Tl H THTHT THMF 81 3R Ued el HX Ioid BT GSDP J 3rFuTd
§gd 31eT7 g1, ol AP GSDP H bt I 1 381 IHD B B ANTGH BT 3fard A &
THdr gl

e Since the GST is destination-based and the principal source of indirect taxation, its
attribution across States is relatively uncontroversial.

I GST TAH-MUTRA § 3R W& R BT T-I TId 8, UMY Isal H SHHT faaror

3uaTpd fdarfed g

o Empirical evidence supports this approach.
WA 1L 3 TVDIU BT THIA F 5

e Using 2023-24 data, the correlation between States’ GSDP and direct tax collections is
0.75.

2023-24 F ATHS! & STIR, Il & GSDP 3R Y& B TIE & sd TgTsY 0.75 7

e The correlation between GSDP and GST collections is as high as 0.91.
GSDP X GST IUE & d1g IgHaY 0.91 Td g

o This strong relationship suggests that GSDP share is a meaningful indicator of the accrual of
central taxes at the State level.

;gmqawﬂmm%%esnpﬁ%wmww%ﬁummwwww
!

o From 2020-21 to 2024-25, the Centre devolved 41% of its gross tax revenues to States in
line with the 15th Finance Commission’s recommendations.

2020-21 | 2024-25 & S, 5 - 159 faw AT B} RIBGIRR & AR 30 THA B
RTSIRG BT 41% AT D AR foba|

e This was along with additional transfers through grants-in-aid and centrally sponsored
schemes.

UG 1Y ST AT 3R Hg Urnford emeif & Aregd ¥ sffafvad gxdiaror off forg mu)

e According to the Ministry of Finance (Rajya Sabha Unstarred Question No. 236, dated
December 2, 2025), total transfers during this five-year period amounted to ¥ 75.12 lakh
crore.

o HaTera & SIAR (RISI9HT SARifed Uy W& 236, i@ 2 fewar 2025), 39 Ui avffg
gy H Hd SXATARUI Z 75.12 AT HAS @
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State-wise transfers, tax contributions and the case for a GSDP-based formula
ISR EEATaR0T, R TNTGTH 3R GSDP- STYTIRT G BT U&f

Uttar Pradesh received the largest share of transfers at 15.81%, followed by Bihar (8.65%)
and West Bengal (6. 96%)

TR U DI gIRY H Jad T37 T 15.81% fHraT, 59 1 fIgR (8.65%) 3R uf¥w e
(6.96%) PT TITH e |

However, these States accounted for only 4.6%, 0.67% and 3.99%, respectively, of combined
direct tax and GST collections.

BTaND, T IoT Tgad Teaed PR 3R GST TIE T HH: Had 4.6%, 0.67% 3R 3.99% &1 51
INTEH FRd B |

In contrast, Maharashtra contributed the highest share of tax collections at 40.3%, but
received only 6.64% of total transfers.

3 fIURId, HERTY - IR UG H Tad TS AN 40.3% {321, dfch Het g&ITaR0r H I Paet
6.64% fora|
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu contributed 12.65% and 7.61%, while receiving 3.9% and 4.66%,
respectively.

Is the 10-minute delivery model necessary?
w1 10 e ot feeiad) uisa ara # simaza® 82

There is so much beyond that, and a few powerful people are deliberately trying to make it a
binary between consumers’ comfort and gig workers’ misery.

First, this is not just software that runs the system, it works because of a massive human
workforce kept under unstable pay, changing rules, and the constant threat of IDs being
blocked by an app.

U5, I8 Jumel Rt WitedeR 9 el I, Sfeh U fa=me ae sdea W MR g, o[
3fRR 399, Iead Frawl, 3k U gRT TS} =i fpE 1 & AR Tak H AT Sl g |
Second, do we allow this logic in other industries, because speed is not created by
technology, it is extracted from real people.

From 2024 to 2027, quick commerce has grown threefold.

2024 | 2027 & o4, foep HIAd 9 T T 21

From ¥50,000 crore in 2025, it is closing in on ¥1 lakh crore to ¥1.5 lakh crore in the next
two years.

KK says that globally, India’s labour laws are considered among the most protected,
meaning full-time employees have greater protection under existing regulations.

P $gd ¢ b AP TR W YR & 47 ST I 31 Wferd A &1 8, it Arger Fgat
& qgd YUIhTIore SHATRAT & 3% JR& fHad 3|

PK says that studies show 80% of workers engaged with gigs and platforms are working full
time.

o wgd ¢ b Sreqg=t  uar =erdr € fh T 3R wew i I I3 80% HTHRIR Quietiere &m
CREEA

For millions, this is their primary livelihood.

ARGl A & AN I8 3! g oAt g |

They are asking for predictable minimum income, fair pay, protection from sudden ID
blocks, and clear rules for pay and penalties.

3 =gAaw Mg Y FAf¥aan, Sfua 399, smme 1SSt sATP 81 I W, SR a1 a8 &
fore T fae & AT R W B

They are asking for basic safety cover and for data transparency.

I AYT R Far 3R SeT UG Riar o1 +f 7 Hr | &

Platforms set prices, decide who gets work, control ratings, and can switch people off
overnight.

ThiH B4 99 $Id &, fPa S0 fArawm ug oo ovd 8, ¥ fAefaa o 8, ik i
AN B BTH A T1EI PR Ihd ol
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If you control the work, you must carry obligations.

T 37T P Y PR B 2, i ame) et off o 2t

That means ensuring minimum earnings, accident insurance, pensions, or at least having
a process before blocking or punishing workers.

Are Labour Codes sufficient to create a social security system for gig workers

FIT 4¥ Jifeard T abd & fore amTfores JRem yond! 591 & g waia &

The Code authorises a few welfare programmes like accident insurance and maternity
benefits, but it does not make them mandatory or enforceable right away.

TR 6 FeaE PRI o geeAT ST 3R HIgE a1H &I 3HUHd Bl §, AT
I gid T-ard 1 AR B T To! S|

Gig workers have to register on the e-SHRAM portal and get an ID card, but they receive no
tangible benefits like covered hospital bills or pensions.

T a3 &1 §-97 W T USHHr IR TSI BTS A1 BIal 5, Ao I8 SR W AT
U3 oI 1 ATY 751 fherd |

The Codes offer a social security scheme but no broader labour rights, and explicitly
exclude gig workers from being classified as employees.

fEaTd Ue TS JRET AT St 8, Afe carues o SfirepR et St 3k vy adhd 1
FHAR F 9 F Fiffrd B T WY TU J 98 34 ]

This means no access to minimum wages, regulated working hours, paid leaves,
overtime pay, or collective bargaining under other Labour Codes.

Future of platforms and gig workers in the age of Al and technological change

Y

TS 3R TH-NP IaTd & R W Wewd iR i gdd &1

A NITI Aayog report envisages that about 2.35 crores will join the gig economy by 2029—
2030.

TS Hifa TRt RUE & 3R, 2029-2030 TH THTHT 2.35 B ART AT SHIATHI I JS|

So, what is the future of these platforms and gig workers in the background of everyday
changes that Al and technological innovations bring.

M, T3S 3R AP TaTERI A 4 aTat JAeERT & deamal &1 g8y & 39 Wew ! ok i
JHY BT Uiaw 1 B

KK says that we should protect the good aspects of this model and engage with platforms
more, instead of disrupting their business models.

P& Hed ¢ [P 81 39 Alsd B! ST TTAl H1 I8 B! 1Y 3R W HIA! & ATIIIAD
HISH Bl I B & T 396 1Y 3 Tl BT Mgyl

The focus should be on how to bring social security while allowing otherwise unskilled

people to get a job.

&1 39 TR g1 918 & ATATRIS FRET H A8 o 3R 1Y § HH BRI ardd ann o1

AR & |

He feels that there is no recourse but to protect what works.

DT AT & {3 S HTH FR @1 8, SUD! I8 B o (ATl SAR U I Rl I a1 o

Al will come in and work more on entry-level repetitive tasks that can be automated.

%ﬁmﬂimﬁww%mﬁﬁaﬁmﬁﬁw, fore waanfera
Sl hdl B

So, in the short term, the current model of gig platforms employing workers will not be
disrupted.

9o fee ufds &, T 364 1 ISR G aTe Hisel Wk Alsd ged aTied gt i |
At the same time, manufacturing is a sector that India is focusing on very strongly.

a1y g1, fafermtor T 8= & o9 R YRd 9gd IR 3 @15

The fastest movement today is in the quick commerce sector, and it should be protected.

3T T Al et fopep i Taex A § 3R 3! T8 $t S F1feu|

PK says that the huge crisis of unemployment cannot be addressed without improving the
manufacturing sector, especially labour-intensive industries.
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TP Fed g [ IS o1 55t gHn &1 g1 fafwtor &, @er yw1-uur= I, &
Torgd fou fomr =8l 81 gl

e Therefore, the government should frame policies to improve these sectors.
ST WPHR $I 39 &A1 B dgaR a1 o fore Fiferat st 7nfzul

¢ He warns that if we do not change the rules and the way we think, the future of gig workers
will be very brutal.

3 et <d § [ ofR g1 fRrml oik Tem & a8 & saara T8t B, O T adhd &1 Hiaw
Igd SR eI |

e Al will bring more control, less voice, and more people will live just one algorithm update
away from losing their income.

Y TS fAH=I0T, S 3ImaTe, 3R el AN U §Teld | 817 foh S9! 319 U TANRGH
aruézﬁzﬁw*@mﬁ%l
e Today, a delivery worker can be switched off by an app.
3T, Ueh fSelta’] gaR &) U VU A g B A 9163 61 S IHhe g1
o Tomorrow, Al will decide this even faster, cheaper, and at a larger scale.

e, T3S I8 e 3R +f AW, T 3R 98 T W B3|

o There will be no conversation, no explanation, and no appeal, just a silent drop in orders
and then nothing.

R 1 B qraiid 1T, 7 HIs goTe Ia18 ST, 7 HiS fid, T S guamy g R R
qd 9dH|

e So, Al will make platforms more efficient at replacing people, rotating workers, and
squeezing more work out of whoever is still logged in.

2 ARG, TWSATS WCWIHT B! ANl ! g, THM, 3R ot 3nnft off & 371 § 39 waeT &
fritg= # SR F=Ie &1 & |
e That means workers will become more disposable, not more secure.

SYBT AT © fob BIATR SaTaT SRUTHY B ST, SaraT JRIg el |

Textiles ministry signs MoUs with 15 States under Tex-RAMPS scheme
GS I Economy

The Hindu Bureau “Textiles focused Research, ters’ conference in Guwa-  credibility of textile-related ~ dlooms, handicrafts, appa-  to each State or Union Ter-
COIMBATORE Assessment, Monitoring, hati on the theme ‘India’s ~ statistical products and re- ~ rel, and technical textiles ritory. An additional grant

Planning And Start-Up’  Textiles: Weaving Growth, search, according to a by focusing efforts directly  of%!lakha year will be pro-
The Ministry of Textiles —(Tex-RAMPS)scheme. Heritage & Innovation’. press release, at the cluster and district  vided for each district,
has signed Memorandum  The MoUs were signed ~ The schemeis designed ~ The initiative drives in- levels, the release said. based on the development
of Understanding (MoUs) ~ on the first day of the two- o improve the coverage, ~tegrated planning for key ~ The Ministry provides and execution of specific
with 15 States as part of the ~ day national textile minis-  quality, timeliness, and sectors including han-  anannual grant of 312 lakh  district action plans.

Textiles ministry signs MoUs with 15 States under Tex-RAMPS scheme

TTCTST HATAYT A Tex-RAMPS IS & d8d 15 ITl & H1Y MoU fhy

e The Ministry of Textiles has signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs) with 15
States as part of the ‘Textiles focused Research, Assessment, Monitoring, Planning And
Start-Up’ (Tex-RAMPS) scheme.

RIS HATAY - Tex-RAMPS TSI (‘CqICIse Bidp<s Rd, srigde, Hife T,
AT T8 T -3) %asmsﬂﬂﬁ%muﬁﬁmwsmﬁ%ﬂ(mw)mm&ﬁﬁm

gl

o The MoUs were signed on the first day of the two-day national textile ministers’
conference in Guwahati on the theme ‘India’s Textiles: Weaving Growth, Heritage &
Innovation’.
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MoU TR §XT&R TETeTE! | Smaiferd &t faadta Idty ererger 6kl @1 axe & ugd faa

foru Ty, foreT Y o7 “URa & dRTeTseq: i, favmad SiR FarR &1 g7 |

The scheme is designed to improve the coverage, quality, timeliness, and credibility of
textlle related statistical products and research according to a press release.

W foqfid & SR, U8 Ao caeTsd o Yol qifsraia Iare! i

FHYU B

mﬁ,m,mﬁvﬁaﬁnmﬁgu@%ﬁﬂ%amﬁﬂé%

The initiative drives integrated planning for key sectors including handlooms, handicrafts,

apparel, and technical textiles by focusing efforts directly at the cluster and district levels,

LRI, TR iR a1 auesed

the release said.

fagfeer & we1 man fo o5 Ugw g &l O ¥,

%mqﬁﬁmu’lﬁmﬁmé—cﬁ% 3R 7Tt T WY TR 3R el TR R Higd Hdt

gl

The Ministry provides an annual grant of ¥12 lakh to each State or Union Territory.
T YA ITd T Hg RTRIT WS ! ATEATT 212 TG B 3G U Rl ¢ |

An additional grant of 1 lakh a year will be provided for each district, based on the
development and execution of specific district action plans.

T fordt & fore e ifafvad 21 ar@ &1 srger o e, S fafRig fren s gt

> AT 3R foparaa= wR anutid grft

After PRAGATI review, X3 lakh crore
frozen power projects completed

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

Since the introduction of
Pro-Active ~ Governance
and Timely Implementa-
tion (PRAGATI) platform, a
total of 53 projects of the
Power Ministry have been
reviewed of which 43 have
been completed and 10 are
under varied phases of
construction, senior offi-
cials in the Ministry in-
formed Thursday.
Launched in 2015, the
PRAGATI platform endea-
vours to monitor and re-
view crucial frozen pro-

Keeping an eye: Official informed the 53 projects reviewed were
cumulatively valued at about ¥4.13 lakh crore. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

grammes and projects of
the Central government, as
well as those flagged by the
State governments, for ex-
pediting completion.

The officials informed
the 53 projects reviewed
were cumulatively valued
at approximately ¥4.13 lakh
crore, whilst the 43 com-

missioned projects were
worth ¥3.02 lakh crore and
those under construction
%1.10 lakh crore.

A total of 22 projects of
the Power Grid Corpora-
tion of India Ltd, 16 of the
National Thermal Power
Corporation, four each of
the National Hydroelectric
Power Corporation and the
Tehri Hydro Development
Corporation, among oth-
ers, have been reviewed.
As on date, two projects
each of the entities are un-
der construction with the
balance successfully com-
missioned.

After PRAGATI review, ¥3 lakh crore frozen power projects completed

PRAGATI GHI&T & dT¢, T3 TG HIS & oTH g UTaR Wivlaed ¥ fhe 1w

Since the introduction of the Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation
(PRAGATI) platform, a total of 53 projects of the Power Ministry have been reviewed of
which 43 have been completed and 10 are under varied phases of construction, senior
officials in the Mlnlstry informed Thursday.

IR ELCRICE L
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e Launched in 2015, the PRAGATI platform endeavours to monitor and review crucial frozen

programmes and projects of the Central government, as well as those flagged by the
State governments, for expediting completion.
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Why awareness about folic acid
is the key to prevent Spina Bifida

The fact that pre-conceptional intake of folic acid can prevent more than 70% of Spina Bifida cases has been known; yet, India is one of the few

countries where no meaningful efforts have been made to create awareness making it home to one of highest prevalence rates of the condition

Santosh Karmarkar
Sneha Sawant

ne day, some weeks ago, a

young mother of a

seven-month-old baby from

Jharkhand called in tears,
about her child who was born with a large
lump on his back and was unable to move
his legs.

Local doctors did not give her any
information about the problem that her
newborn had, or treatment options. The
infant seemed otherwise normal, and in
the first six months was growing as any
other child, except for paralysis of his
lower limbs. He smiled, recognised his
parents and was a great source of joy for
the entire family. But his diagnosis and

had ined unk to the
parents. They were not informed that this
birth defect is called Spina Bifida and is
the commonest birth defect in India. Nor
were they aware that this serious
condition could potentially be prevented
by taking a folic acid tablet
periconceptionally. And most of all, they
were not aware that there are several
medical and surgical treatments for
children born with this condition.

Understanding Spina Bifida

Spina Bifida is a birth defect of the spinal
cord that causes serious childhood
paralysis and occurs in more than 25,000
children in India each year, making the
country home to one of the highest
prevalence rates of this condition in the
world. And yet, awareness about it
remains poor.

The range of paralysis in Spina Bifida
patients varies from mild weakness in the
feet to complete paralysis from the hip
downwards, resulting in many patients
being wheelchair dependent right from
early childhood.

Additionally, affected children may
have associated problems such as
excessive water in the brain
(hydrocephalus), urinary and bowel
incontinence (lack of control) and
orthopaedic issues such as club feet, and
other medical problems.

Though many children become
paraplegic and incontinent, there is no
intellectual impairment: they are capable
of leading independent and productive
lives, if they are able to access expert
medical care. However, in India, medical
care is not available to over 75% of
children with Spina Bifida.

Spina Bifida, therefore, can be a
devastating condition for those affected
by it, as well as for their families.

Meaningful efforts missing

What is both tragic and unpardonable, is
the fact that despite the knowledge that
Spina Bifida can be largely prevented with
a B complex vitamin (folic acid),
awareness regarding this simple and
inexpensive intervention continues to
remain lacking.

Since 1991, the fact that
pre-conceptional intake of folic acid by
women can prevent more than 70% of
Spina Bifida cases has been known, after
the results of the Medical Research
Council (MRC) Vitamin Study were
published in The Lancet. Yet, 30 years
later, India is one of the few countries

Preventable condition: Spina Bifida is a birth defect of the spinal cord that causes serious childhood paralysis and occurs in more than 25,000 children in
India each year. The range of paralysis varies from mild weakness in the feet to complete paralysis from the hip downwards. GETTY IMAGES

where no meaningful efforts to create
awareness about this intervention have
been carried out — both at the level of
States and the Centre. This gap has
resulted in thousands of children in India
being born with serious childhood
paralysis, causing great socio-economic
distress to a multitude of families.
While it is understood that in

1 d ie about
pre-conceptional vitamins may not be
given, the lack of any effort to educate the
public about this common, devastating
and preventable condition cannot be
termed anything less than gross public
health negligence.

Global efforts, research
Many countries across the world have
conducted national C i

Many countries have conducted
national awareness campaigns
and initiated programmes to
create awareness in order to

prevent of Spina Bifida through
folic acid supplementation

the prevalence rate remains unacceptably
high, at about 4 per 1,000, primarily
because no such efforts have been
undertaken.

Research is ongoing to study the
fortification of food vehicles such as salt
and tea that are widely and uniformly
consumed — especially in countries such
as India. A preliminary trial for tea
fortification (results of which were

blished in BMJ Nutrition, Prevention &

and initiated programmes to create
awareness in order to prevent of Spina
Bifida through folic acid supplementation.
Additionally, 68 countries have made
fortification of relevant food vehicles,
with folic acid, mandatory by law. In these
countries, awareness campaigns and food
fortification have reduced the prevalence
rates of Spina Bifida to below 1 per 1,000
births by eliminating folic acid
preventable cases. In India, in contrast,

Health) found that tea could potentially be
vehicle for fortification with folate and
vitamin BI2 in India, in order to help
eliminate haematological and
neurological complications.

The message

Spina Bifida places enormous
socio-economic burdens on families,
societies and the healthcare system in
India. Each rupee spent on prevention in

this regard can help save more than 100
rupees required for treatment and
rehabilitation.

It is time for a national awareness
campaign about Spina Bifida and how it
can be prevented. Simultaneously, efforts
must be made to explore food fortification
with folic acid and vitamin BI2. It is only
efforts such as these that will contribute
toward the primary prevention of Spina
Bifida and anencephaly, averting
stillbirths, and under-five deaths due to
these birth defects says Vijaya Kancherla,
director, Center for Spina Bifida
Prevention (CSBP) at Emory University,
us.

Until every woman in our country
knows that a folic acid tablet, taken before
conception and during pregnancy, can
help prevent Spina Bifida and until our
healthcare systems are in place to
comprehensively help families with
affected children, the work remains
incomplete.

(Dr. Santosh Karmarkar is a paediatric
surgeon based in Mumbai and
founder-trustee of Spina Bifida Foundation.
santoshjk@yahoo.com; Sneha Sawant is
social worker and chief coordinator of
Spina Bifida Foundation.
sneha.ccsbf@gmail.com)

Why awareness about folic acid is the key to prevent Spina Bifida

wrgT fafpsT # Awum # wifere Tthrs & ufa sRewar it Agwayuf 31

o The fact that pre-conceptional intake of folic acid can prevent more than 70% of Spina
Bifida cases has been known; yet, India is one of the few countries where no meaningful
efforts have been made to create awareness, making it home to one of the highest
prevalence rates of the condition.

g a {6 THYRU O ugd wifers s &1 Ja wrs1 faftrsT & 70% 4 3iftre Arve
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Case of a young mother and Spina Bifida awareness
TS a1 AT &1 ATHAT 3R wrsT fafthsT & ufa Smewan

One day, some weeks ago, a young mother of a seven-month-old baby from Jharkhand
called in tears, about her child who was born with a large lump on his back and was unable
to move his legs.

T T, 8 T U, IRES I d TEH & 9= 31 TP gaT A I §LHH W 1S, 30 9=
& IR 7 off fto W TP TS S & Ty VT 3T AT 3R 3(u= U fEam 78} ur Te7 47|

Local doctors did not give her any information about the problem that her newborn had, or
treatment options.

wm#mwﬁﬁwmm%ﬁWﬁ$aﬁﬁ@mWﬁ
|

The infant seemed otherwise normal, and in the first six months was growing as any other
child, except for paralysis of his lower limbs.

Nor were they aware that this serious condition could potentially be prevented by taking a
folic acid tablet periconceptionally.

ﬁ%gwqﬁm%wﬁm@%ﬂﬁwammuﬁmmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁw
il |

Spina Bifida is a birth defect of the spinal cord that causes serious childhood paralysis and
occurs in more than 25,000 children in India each year, making the country home to one of
the highest prevalence rates of this condition in the world.

Additionally, affected children may have associated problems such as excessive water in
the brain (hydrocephalus), urinary and bowel incontinence, and orthopaedic issues
such as club feet, and other medical problems.

S 3refr, YHTTad sl & femmT & il wRAT (sTeg it er), 93 iR wet R fgEor
BT, 9T ITUTUfS® JHWTE O aq Wie 3R 3 Rfhcrsta wenfar +f 8 gt g

Though many children become paraplegic and incontinent, there is no intellectual
impairment: they are capable of leading independent and productive lives, if they are able
to access expert medical care.

While it is understood that in unplanned pregnancies awareness about pre-conceptional
vitamins may not be given, the lack of any effort to educate the public about this common,
devastating and preventable condition cannot be termed anything less than gross public
health negligence.

Additionally, 68 countries have made fortification of relevant food vehicles with folic acid,
mandatory by law.

A preliminary trial for tea fortification, results of which were published in BMJ Nutrition,
Prevention & Health, found that tea could potentially be a vehicle for fortification with folate
and vitamin B12 in India, in order to help eliminate haematological and neurological
complications.

Itis only efforts such as these that will contribute toward the primary prevention of Spina
Bifida and anencephaly, averting stillbirths and under-five deaths due to these birth
defects, says Vijaya Kancherla, director, Center for Spina Bifida Prevention (CSBP) at
Emory University, U.S.
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Emerging
challenge of
childhood
hypertension

A a a Jo n

Hypertension and its associated risks
among children and adolescents are
emerging as a significant paediatric health
issue, driven by lifestyle changes, rising
obesity and urban living. A recent Lancet
systematic review and meta-analysis on
the global prevalence of hypertension
among children and adolescents aged 19
years or younger found that prevalence
has nearly doubled between 2000 and
2020, reflecting a consistent upward
trend across regions. Experts warn that
this rise carries long-term implications for
cardiovascular, metabolic and kidney
health.

Hypertension in children differs
fundamentally in its underlying profile.
“Unlike in adults, where most cases are
primary and without an identifiable
cause, children with high blood pressure
often have an underlying condition,” said
Suresh Kumar K., cardiologist, Kauvery
Hospitals, Chennai. Disorders of the
kidneys, adrenal glands and blood vessels
are commonly implicated, making
evaluation for secondary causes a critical
step when elevated readings are detected
in children.

This distinction, clinicians say,
underscores the need for careful clinical
assessment rather than treating elevated
blood pressure in children as a lifestyle
issue alone.

TR, a1g YguuI 3R R&ifOre gara o gafaroiyg

Key drivers and risk factors
Paediatricians point to rapid urbanisation
as a major contributor to changing blood
pressure patterns. According to S.
Satyamanasa Gayatri Vinay, senior
consultant in paediatrics, SRM Global
Hospitals, Chennai, increased
consumption of processed foods, higher
salt intake, reduced physical activity and
longer screen time have become defining
features of childhood in urban settings.
Environmental stressors including noise,
air pollution and academic pressure
further compound the risk. Limited
access to safe play spaces and healthy
food options adds to the burden,
particularly in cities.

P. Manokar, senior interventional
cardiologist at Kauvery Hospital,
Vadapalani, described this phenomenon
as part of what experts term
‘environmental hypertensionology’,
where neighbourhood design, green
spaces, walkability and pollution levels
influence blood pressure. “Being urban
itself has become a non-modifiable risk
factor,” he said. Body weight remains the
most significant modifiable risk factor.
Excess fat alters hormonal balance and
vascular function, increasing cardiac
workload and vascular resistance.

Long-term risks include coronary heart
disease, stroke, type-2 diabetes and
chronic kidney disease. Prolonged
untreated hypertension may also cause
lasting vascular damage, often described
as irreversible arterial changes.

Accurate diagnosis requires
age-appropriate assessment. “Blood
pressure interpretation in children must
be guided by percentile charts based on
age and body size,” said Neville Solomon,
consultant paediatric and adult congenital
cardiac surgeon, Apollo Children’s
Hospitals, Chennai. Adolescents may be
assessed using adult thresholds, but
younger children and infants require
specialised reference standards.

Improper measurement including the
use of adult cuffs can lead to
misdiagnosis, experts caution.

School health programmes are
increasingly viewed as a key platform for
early detection. Regular screening can
help identify children at risk and initiate
timely dietary, lifestyle or medical
interventions.

Experts emphasise that prevention and
management must begin early.
(athira.elssa@thehindu.co.in)

Emerging challenge of
childhood hypertension

TTATTRIT H I IFaTY $I
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. Experts warn that this rise
carries long-term implications
for cardiovascular, metabolic

and kidney health.

. Paediatricians point to rapid
urbanisation as a major
contributor to changing blood
pressure patterns.
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o According to S.
Satyamanasa Gayatri Vinay,
senior consultant in paediatrics,
SRM Global Hospitals, Chennai,
increased consumption of
processed foods, higher salt
intake, reduced physical activity
and longer screen time have
become defining features of
childhood in urban settings.
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° Environmental stressors
including noise, air pollution and

academic pressure further compound the risk.
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e Limited access to safe play spaces and healthy food options adds to the burden,

particularly in cities.

o Body weight remains the most significant modifiable risk factor.

YRR BT o T3 Tgayul ufRad-ig siifad
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o Excess fat alters hormonal balance and vascular function, increasing cardiac workload

and vascular resistance.

31t =l gTHTe Tqe 3R ad arfed1s & & &) d Il 8, Y §ed W R 3R
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e Long-term risks include coronary heart disease, stroke, type-2 diabetes and chronic

kidney disease.

e Adolescents may be assessed using adult thresholds, but younger children and infants
require specialised reference standards.

fHRIRT &1 g Taep
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e Improper measurement including the use of adult cuffs can lead to misdiagnosis, experts

caution.
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e School health programmes are increasingly viewed as a key platform for early detection.

SEASIS

ST B 3d WY T &1 UG Hd A ST 8T 8

¢ Regular screening can help identify children at risk and initiate timely dietary, lifestyle or

medical interventions.

fFafta wirg 3 SRew a1 5= B U™ R 99T WR TER, sila2iel a1 fafeasa gway
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o Experts emphasise that prevention and management must begin early.
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Answers to prev’i'ﬁus edition’s quiz:

1. ___ are the intermediate hosts for the
parasitic flatworm that causes
schistosomiasis (bilharzia). Ans:
Freshwater snails 2. Triatomine bugs
transmit Chagas disease by biting a
person and defecating near the bite.
These bugs have a nickname. What is it?
Ans: Kissing bugs 3. Sandflies carry this
parasititic protozoa found in tropical and
subtropical areas, which in humans can
cause severe skin ulcers or infection of
internal organs. Name the parasite, which
gives its name to the disease it. Ans:
Leishmania 4. is a group of
diseases caused by a bacteria called
Rickettsiaprowazekii. Ans: epidemic
typhus 5. anopheles mosquito also
causes a viral infection, a neglected
disease. Name this tongue-twisting
disease. Ans: O0'nyong-nyong fever
Visual: This disease is also called ‘rabbit
fever’. Symptoms may include fever, skin
ulcers, and enlarged lymph nodes. |dentify
the disease. Ans: Tularemia

QUIZ: Biology

Freshwater Snails and Schistosomiasis (Bilharzia)
* Freshwater snails are the intermediate hosts for the parasitic
flatworm that causes schistosomiasis (bilharzia).

* The parasite belongs to the genus Schistosoma, a group of
blood flukes that infect humans.

» Causative agent: Parasitic flatworms of the genus
Schistosoma

» Type of disease: Neglected tropical disease

* Mode of transmission: Contact with freshwater contaminated
with parasite larvae

» Key biological fact: The parasite cannot complete its life
cycle without freshwater snails.

Kissing Bugs — The Nickname of Triatomine Bugs

that Transmit Chagas Disease

* Triatomine bugs are commonly known as “Kissing bugs.”

* They transmit Chagas disease by biting humans and
defecating near the bite site, allowing the parasite to enter the
body through the skin or mucous membranes.

» Causative agent: Trypanosoma cruzi (a protozoan parasite)

» Geographical range: Mainly Latin America, but increasingly
reported in parts of North America due to migration and climate
factors.

* These insects often bite around the lips, mouth, and face while
people are sleeping.

* Because they feed near the mouth (“kissing” area), the nickname “kissing bugs” became widely
used in both medical and popular literature.

Leishmania — The Parasitic Protozoa Transmitted by Sandflies
» Sandflies transmit a parasitic protozoa called Leishmania.
» Leishmania gives its name to the disease leishmaniasis, which can cause

» Severe skin ulcers

» Life-threatening infection of internal organs.

* Parasite name: Leishmania
* Type: Protozoan parasite

*» Vector: Female sandflies (Phlebofomus in the Old World, Lutzomyia in the New World)

» Geographical range: Tropical and subtropical regions

* Disease status: Classified as a Neglected Tropical Disease (NTD)

» Leishmania causes one of the most serious vector-borne parasitic diseases after malaria.
» The disease affects millions, especially in South Asia
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ISRO and the next big ch

allenge

ISRO's past accomplishments raise the bar for future missions as it prepares in parallel for more complex programmes; the next phase depends less on individual

feats and more on sustained institutional performance, clearer legal structures, and the capacity to execute ambitious missions in a routine way

FULL CONTEXT

Vasudevan Mukunth

he record of the Indian Space

Research Organisation (ISRO)

over the last decade has been

remarkably broad for an
agency of its size and budget.

Its rockets, ly the Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV), hnve sustained
reliable access to orbit, rendering
operations with multiple satellite classes
almost a matter of routine today. And
ISRO is attempting even more technically
demanding missions. The soft landing of
the Chandrayaan-3 lander on the moon
on August 23, 2023, placed India in a
coterie of countries with demonstrated
lunar-landing capability.

The Aditya-L1 probe reached its
intended halo orbit around the first
sun-earth Lagrange point on January 6,
2024, adding a dedicated solar
observatory mission to ISRO’s portfolio.
In July 2025, ISRO executed a prominent
international collaboration by launching
the billion-dollar NASA-ISRO Synthetic
Aperture Radar (NISAR) mission, an
earth-observation platform for climate
and hazard monitoring.

Preparing in parallel
The thing about succeeding insuch a
consistent way is that it also raises the bar
for future accomplishments. It no longer
matters that ISRO had humble beginnings
or that it transported parts of its first
rocket on a bullock cart. Even launching
the PSLV or the GSLV flawlessly the first
dozen or so times is awesome, but being
able to do that also changes what comes
next. And it will be good for ISRO to be
able to access that new opportunity
space, and without taking too long to do
s0. Otherwise, it will have some difficult
questions to answer.

Today. on lhe cusp of Gaganyaan,
Ch 4, and the Next-G
Launch Vehicle (NGLV), among others,
ISRO’s major challenges can be distilled to
three: (i) its capacity to execute more

On track: The LVM-3 launch vehicle at Sriharikota ahead of its M6 mission to launch the BlueBird Block-2 satellite on December 24, 2025. 1580

complex missions; (ii) questions about rs determine which mission’s
how clearly the space programme is and timelines are allowed to slip and for what
can be governed in a newly liberalised particular reasons, together with separate
sector; and (iii) constraints on ISRO’s resource allocations for R&D vehicles and
that are as and vehicles and creating new
financial as they're technological. capacity in the industrial base. The

First, ISRO currently confronts a
decepnvely strucmral prioritisation

ultimate aim should be for ISRO to not

as the
prepares in parallel for the human
spaceflight mission, complex science
missions, satellite replenishment, and the
development of NGLV, a more powerful
launch vehicle (GSLV may be ‘Bahubali’
but it’s still only in the medium-lift
category), its annual launch cadence and
project timelines have become an
increasingly obvious bottleneck. Experts
have linked its low number of launches in
2025 — only five against the then ISRO
chairman V. Somanath’s projection of an
also-low eight — to project delays and to
the organisation shifting towards
big-ticket programmes. At the same time,
private launch providers still depend
heavily on ISRO facilities and
infrastructure, meaning the system can’t
yet offload work at scale. The implication
is that when a mission suffers an anomaly,
it has cascading effects.

To prevent this ISRO needs more
integration capacity, better access to test
stands, industrial supply chains for
structures and avionics, and a

simultaneously be the deswler.

and the b k for all
missions.
ISRO pulled in

Second, ISRO’s role in India’s liberalised
space and spaceflight ecosystem — since
the national government’s 2020 reforms —
is conceptually clear only on paper. The
principal issue here is that India still lacks
a comprehensive national space law. The
Indian Space Policy framework, the
Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe) and New
Space India Ltd. (NSIL), created in
2019-2020. were meam to separ.ne

capability developmenr would lle with
IS| wit

fallback regulator and technical certifier
for everything. If IN-SPACe is to be the
authorising , it needs to have legal
authority. If NSIL is to be the commercial
arm, it shouldn’t be in a situation where,
if a commercial mission fails, creates
third-party liabilities or whatever, nobody
can say in advance who is responsible for
what, leaving ISRO to be pulled in by
‘default’ because it’s the most capable
state actor. And if ISRO is to focus on

and agility are now central, rather than
optional, features of enterprises that
operate launch vehicles. And by

such systems and operating them in turn
requires more production depth,

higher qualification capacity, and much
more capital.

Investment in India’s space sector fell
sharply in 2024, reflecting both global
headwmds and the specific difficulties of

frontier capabilities, it needs to be that’s ped and
insulated from routine tasks, like booking deployed on long honwns IN-SPACe has
and op test stands or d a technology
spectrum allocation, that actually should adoplion fund aimed at helping firms

be performed by an industrial and bridge prototypes with scalable products
regulatory ecosystem. and at reducing import dependence,

Finally, like most laws, a space law -
and thus the activities it supports — would
also survive political and administrative
changes.

Sustained performance

Third, ISRO's competitiveness

increasingly resembles an ecosystem
bl The world is moving towards

IN-SPACe, and commercialisation with
NSIL.

But for all of them to execute those
functions efficiently, they need statutory

more frequent launches by providers,
partially reusable launch vehicles, and
rapid satellite manufacturing, and India
needslomspondwhhmmlhanby

among other funding instruments.

ISRO’s past accomplishments have
earned it political capital and public trust
but the next phase depends less on
individual feats and more on sustained
institutional performance. The capacity to
execute will determine whether the
Indian space programme will also be able
to deliver ambitious missions in a routine
way. And within this context, governance
and law will say whether the
government's efforts to liberalise the
sector wul mduce ISRO's burden or,

aul.horlly and clearer legal all of

ding its engi ing

ially those pertaining to

sownfmmmgoﬁ.he

aulhons:mon Inablhty. |murance. and

that can absorb setbacks without freezing
or ing their

timelines. Puhap: the first step could be

an internal scheme to help scientists and

A nanonal space law wouldn’t merely
help startups: it would also protect ISRO
by reducing the ad hoc demands placed
on it because it’s still perceived as a

ISRO and the next big challenge.

TR 3R 3rTelt St gl

Indian

NGLV, linking the space progmmme ’s
future goals to its “high payload

capability” and “reusability”, including a
reusable first stage and the ability to lift
up to 30 tonnes to low-earth orbit,

that economic

counteri expand it.

ISRO's ability to compete will depend on
whether the programme can transition
from executing a series of individually
laudable missions to being an industrial
system, and for this engineering,
regulation, manufacturing, and finance
will have to mature together.

¢ And ISRO is attempting even more technically demanding missions.
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ISRO's consistent success
raises the bar for future
accomplishments as it
prepares in parallel for human
spaceflight, complex science
missions, satellite
replenishment, and the
Next-Generation Launch
Vehicle.

-

In a newly liberalised space
sector, the absence of a
comprehensive national space
law leaves ISRO pulled in by
default, even as clearer legal
allocations of authorisation,
liability, and commercial
responsibility are required to
insulate it from routine tasks.
-

The transition from individual
feats to sustained institutional
performance depends on
competitiveness that is as.
industrial and financial as it is
technological, requiring
production depth, advanced
manufacturing, and an
ecosystem that allows missions
to become routine.

e The soft landing of the Chandrayaan-3 lander on the moon on August 23, 2023, placed
India in a coterie of countries with demonstrated lunar-landing capability.
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The Aditya-L1 probe reached its intended halo orbit around the first Sun-Earth Lagrange
point on January 6, 2024, adding a dedicated solar observatory mission to ISRO’s
portfolio.

6 SIFTaRI 2024 1 3MMfe-L1 Wi Ugd GH-gedt AW fig & IR} iR oA Fuffea g oiffde
¥ ugan, o TR & fAREl 8 Ut 9uidd Wk ae=mmen {98

In July 2025, ISRO executed a prominent international collaboration by launching the
billion-dollar NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR) mission, an earth-observation
platform for climate and hazard monitoring.

It no longer matters that ISRO had humble beginnings or that it transported parts of its first
rocket on a bullock cart.
Today, on the cusp of Gaganyaan, Chandrayaan-4, and the Next-Generation Launch
Vehicle (NGLV), ISRO’s major challenges can be distilled to three.
319 TR, TEAT-4 3R ARE-SRH A1 Fpd (NGLV) & HoH R TS 3R &1 §&A
Tl 9 7
Its capacity to execute more complex missions.

o= &1 1 aRA & @ el
Questions about how clearly the space programme is governed in a newly liberalised
sector.
The Indian Space Policy framework, the Indian National Space Promotion and

Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe) and New Space India Ltd. (NSIL), created in 2019-2020,

were meant to separate functions.

YR 3idf¥er Aifa efan, Efeu A9a WY UHINA U8 ATARISHRH X (IN-SPACe) 3R
g WY 3fEar faftes (NsIL), 5 2019-2020 T =11 a1, HTAF & faHTeH & forg 2|
Research and advanced capability development would lie with ISRO, authorisation and
promotion with IN-SPACe, and commercialisation with NSIL.

If ISRO is to focus on frontier capabilities, it needs to be insulated from routine tasks.

IS TR BT oft eraarei )R & ¢ 5, Al IU ASTHRT S BT I eRT 3@ R
Tasks like booking test stands or coordinating spectrum allocation should be handled by
an industrial and regulatory ecosystem.

In response, IN-SPACe launched a technology adoption fund.

3% oard H IN-SPACe = U eeHTarolt TSI WS Y& (AT

This aims to help firms bridge prototypes with scalable products and reduce import
dependence.

GS Paper lll: Environment,
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Satellite tagging of sea turtles aims to aid conservation

TS Fgail @t Aearge R o1 3T TREUT | TRIdT BT

Madhav Gadgil’s enduring legacy in the Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve

Hrafift arferar frerd J |rea Tefie 91 R farrad

Ecologist’s advocacy shaped political and ecological narratives in
Kerala

&d § ygiaruifag @t aerad A Ieriae iR aiiRifas fausf ot
PR faar

Top court’s green governance, cause for uncertainty

i srerera @1 yataRoita wme=, sifSifiadr &1 SR

Trump withdraws U.S. from UNFCCC, a key cli'mate treaty
e = 3ANYHT BT UNFCCC, U WHW STaary Af § a1ex e
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Satellite tagging of
sea turtles aims to
aid conservation

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In a first-of-its-kind initia-
tive, two Olive Ridley sea
turtles, which came ashore
to nest on the Chennai city
beach, were satellite-
tagged and released back
into the sea on Thursday,
as part of a radio telemetry
study.

The two-year study,
scheduled to run from
2025 to 2027, aims at
strengthening conserva-
tion efforts by using telem-
etry technology to monitor
turtle behaviour, nesting
patterns, and interactions
with fishing activities.

According to a govern-
ment order (G.0.) issued in
August 2025 by Supriya Sa-
hu, Additional Chief Secre-
tary to the Department of
Environment, Climate
Change, and Forests, the
study will deploy satellite
tags on Olive Ridley turtles
across key and vulnerable
nesting sites in Tamil Na-
du, including the Chennai
coast and the Cauvery
delta.

The tags will enable re-
searchers to track the tur-
tles’ movements in near-
shore waters during the
nesting season from No-
vember to April.

In addition to satellite
tagging, flipper tags will be
used to mark individual
turtles for long-term moni-
toring of nest-site fidelity
and migration patterns.

The study is being car-
ried out jointly by the Wil-
dlife Institute of India and
the Advanced Institute for
wildlife Conservation,
Vandalur.

The turtle tagged on the day of
the launch was a female that
came ashore to nest at the
Besant Nagar hatchery.

The turtles tagged on
Thursday were females
that came ashore to nest
near Besant Nagar. One of
them, weighing approxi-
mately 40 kg, appeared to
have nested for the first
time. It laid a large clutch
of over 130 eggs. It is esti-
mated to be between 25
and 30 years old, officials
said.

The other turtle had a
large fishing hook lodged
in its mouth. It was operat-
ed upon by veterinarians
from Arignar Anna Zoolog-
ical Park, Vandalur, at the
Besant Memorial Animal
Dispensary.

K. Sridhar, zoo vet, said
the turtle was sedated and
the hook was removed. “It
is in a good condition. We
have satellite tagged it and
will be releasing it into the
sea,” he said.

The telemetry study
aims at generating data on
the Olive Ridleys’ migrato-
ry  routes, foraging
grounds, and nesting beha-
viour, which will help in-
form future conservation
policies, Ms. Sahu said. She
added that satellite data
would be transmitted ev-
ery hour, which will enable
the continuous tracking of
the tagged turtle.

Satellite tagging of sea turtles aims to aid
conservation

U Hg el Bl Aearge T T IR W& |
GHUGIETE]

¢ In afirst-of-its-kind initiative, two Olive Ridley sea turtles,
which came ashore to nest on the Chennai city beach, were
satellite-tagged and released back into the sea on Thursday,
as part of a radio telemetry study.

T Ugell 9R B TS ugw #, ifera Ned aqdl dgai & a1
T 1, S A3 X P YR d¢ R 373 4 MY U, THaAR D
Jearge 7 farar mar ok e SIS srema & qgd AUy
s § BIgI T

e The two-year study, scheduled to run from 2025 to 2027,
aims at strengthening conservation efforts by using telemetry
technology to monitor turtle behaviour, nesting patterns, and
interactions with fishing activities.

31 adffa sremg, STt 2025 | 2027 TP T ATel 8, ST
TP BT SUANT HP HF3H P AIGR, YAl I & Ue 3R
TSl Uhe Dt Afafaftral & 91 34 sia:foarsit & AR
FR HREVT T P ToIgd HR- 1 ded 3@l 5 |

e According to a government order (G.O.) issued in August
2025 by Supriya Sahu, Additional Chief Secretary to the
Department of Environment, Climate Change, and Forests,
the study will deploy satellite tags on Olive Ridley turtles
across key and vulnerable nesting sites in Tamil Nadu,
including the Chennai coast and the Cauvery delta.

, Srerarg uftad ok a1 faum &t srfafvea g1
vﬁagﬁmwmmzozsﬁmﬂwﬁm(e 0.
¥ IIUR, T§ T AfeHTg & UIE 3R Ydg-T=ie aiea
w,ﬁﬂﬁ%a%azaﬁ?mﬁﬁéwm%ﬁsﬁ%aﬁeﬁ
g3l R VedTge T T

o The tags will enable researchers to track the turtles’
movements in nearshore waters during the nesting season
from November to April.

Y T MY diel & TdaR T 3T dPb b Gl s S H9H &b
aﬁmaﬁuwaﬁﬁaﬁg&ﬁﬁwﬁrﬁmﬁﬁ%aﬂﬁﬁwﬂ
AT

o |n addition to satellite tagging, flipper tags will be used to mark individual turtles for long-
term monitoring of nest-site fidelity and migration patterns.

T & srararn, fraruw 21

BT IUART AfGaTd hgeHi & Fifgd dx o fag fpar s

e aie ®Id & ufa fA81 3R yara ted ot ddewiiee FRE &t o 9% |

e The study is being carried out jointly by the Wildlife Institute of India and the Advanced
Institute for Wildlife Conservation, Vandalur.

e One of them, weighing approximately 40 kg, appeared to have nested for the first time.
I W TP, ForapT aoi TRTHT 40 fHatamd o1, §Udd: Ugel aR °iga o1 g Tl

e ltlaid a large clutch of over 130 eggs.
I 130 I 3P 3fST BT TP g1 Wig faa|

e |tis estimated to be between 25 and 30 years old, officials said.

3 T o IUDT S ATHT 25 | 30 a9 & T 3! TS B
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Madhav Gadgil’s enduring legacy

in the Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve
w ]

Rohan Premkumar
UDHAGAMANDALAM

The passing of ecologist
Madhav Gadgil on Wednes-
day has left a void in the
Nilgiris, where he had
done phenomenal work.

“Almost everyone work-
ing on ecology in the Nilgi-
ris Biosphere Reserve and
across the Western Ghats,
directly or indirectly, is
connected to, or is in-
fluenced by the work of
Madhav Gadgil,” said a
scientist who spoke to The
Hindu about the ecologist’s
lasting legacy.

Ecologists and academ-
ics who either worked di-
rectly with Gadgil or were
familiar with his work say
his research and that of his
students in the Western
Ghats, particularly in what
is today known as the Nilgi-
ris Biosphere Reserve
(NBR), laid the foundation
for the recognition of the
region’s importance to bio-

The passing of Madhav Gadgil has left a void in the Nilgiris, where
he had done phenomenal work. FILE PHOTO

diversity and to its
protection.

“It was during his stu-
dents” work on elephants
in the landscape that Gad-
gil understood the impor-
tance of a landscape-level
conservation framework
that was required to pro-
tect the Asian elephant,”
said a senior scientist who
requested anonymity.

“He established the
Centre for Ecological
Science in the Indian insti-

tute of Sciences, Banga-
lore. And as Director of the
Centre for Ecological
Sciences, he authored the
Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve
concept document, the
first Biosphere Reserve,
under the Man and Biosph-
ere Reserve (MAB) Pro-
gram of UNESCO, in India,”
said the former member of
the Western Ghats Ecology
Expert Panel (WGEEP) B.].
Krishnan.

“As a member of the

WGEEP, I had the privilege
of working with Professor
Gadgil and contributing to
the panel’s report. Gadgil
was a gentle colossus in the
field of all-inclusive, peo-
ple-centric, nature conser-
vation regime. His demise
is a huge loss for nature
conservation and biodiver-
sity dependant livelihoods,
Mr. Krishnan said.
Karthick Balasubrama-
nian, scientist at the Aghar-
kar Research Institute in
Pune, said that Mr. Gadgil’s
legacy extended even
further than the formation
of the NBR and the recom-
mendations of the WGEEP,
as it helped shape the ca-
reers of young, aspiring
scientists and conserva-
tionists. “Through his
Western Ghats Network
Programme, he managed
to connect faculties and
students from across the
Western Ghats, from Guja-
rat to Tamil Nadu,” Mr. Ba-
lasubramanian said.

Madhav Gadgil’s enduring legacy in the Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve

Hrafift arferar fYerd J Area mefie 91 Rrh farmad

e The passing of ecologist Madhav Gadgil on Wednesday has left a void in the Nilgiris,
where he had done phenomenal work.
YYAR &I yaiaruIfag Area mefira & Fum 3 frafifk § te @rdioe et 8w g, siei sei
SETYRUT HTY fobam Ul

¢ “ Almost everyone working on ecology in the Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve and across the
Western Ghats, directly or indirectly, is connected to, or is influenced by the work of Madhav
Gadgil,” said a scientist who spoke to The Hindu about the ecologist’s lasting legacy.

Hefif srfRpTR e ik R af3rd are ¥ TRfRUfA®! R B8 B arel T gR safad
TEl A1 WRig U Y AT MSRIA & S ¥ ST 8 a1 394 YUIId 8,” T axd 4 ¢ ffg @
qafaRUIdg &t IR faRTad IR 910 $Rd gU HaT

e Ecologists and academics who either worked directly with Gadgil or were familiar with his
work say his research and that of his students in the Western Ghats, particularly in what is
today known as the Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve (NBR), laid the foundation for the
recognition of the region’s importance to biodiversity and to its protection.
S ggtarufag SR Rignfag W4 mefia & T $8 &R gd § A1 396 S A R §, S0
w1 2 b ufdnft ure § S ok 3% BEl & Wy, IRy w0 F ot & Hafifik saifdes
f¥ord (NBR) ¥, 7 &9 & W fafaudr & mgd 3R & JR&T 31 AT o1 Hig 7|

e “lt was during his students’ work on elephants in the landscape that Gadgil understood the
importance of a landscape-level conservation framework that was required to protect the
Asian elephant,” said a senior scientist who requested anonymity.

“GReRd | BT R 3% BTl & B & SR o ST + TR 810 3T JRa&m & faw
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“He established the Centre for Ecological Science in the Indian institute of Sciences,
Bangalore. And as Director of the Centre for Ecological Sciences, he authored the Nilgiris
Biosphere Reserve concept document, the first Biosphere Reserve, under the Man and
Biosphere Reserve (MAB) Program of UNESCO, in India,”

Ecologist’s advocacy shaped political
and ecological narratives in Kerala

4GS Il: Environment ____]
K.S. Sudhi evacuated from hilly dis-
KOCHI tricts such as Idukki. The
report sealed the fate of ~
Kerala will remember Mad- the 163-MW Athirappally

hav Gadgil, ecologist who
passed away on Wednes-
day, as a one-man green ar-
my who shaped the socio-
political and ecological
narratives of the State for

the past decade and a half
in an unprecedented
manner.

The report of the West-
ern Ghats Ecology Expert
Panel (WGEEP), led by Mr.
Gadgil, which convulsed
the political and conserva-
tion landscape of Kerala,
classified the mountain
range into different Ecolog-
ically Sensitive Zones
(ESZs) based on their eco-
logical significance. It cate-
gorised the 142 taluks in
the Ghats boundary into
ESZs 1, 2 and 3 while pre-
scribing that no new pol-
luting industries, including
coal-based power plants,
should be allowed in the

Madhav Gadgil, who led the Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel,
visiting the Chembanmudy Hills in Kerala in 2013. FILE PHOTO

first two zones. The panel
report almost divided the
State’s political leaders in-
to two camps: those who
supported it and those
who opposed it.

While the pro-conserva-
tionists revered Mr. Gadgil
as the saviour of the West-
ern Ghats and the van-
guard of the ecosystem, he
was fiercely hated by those
who advocated that deve-
lopment needs must be

prioritised over ecology.
The Assembly election that
followed the submission of
the WGEEP report in 2011
also witnessed the political
battle being fought in the
hilly districts of Kerala on
the question of conserva-
tion and development. Ho-
wever, Gadgil was often
worried that his report was
“misinterpreted by interest
groups”, which propagat-
ed that people should be

hydel project in the Cha-
lakkudy river, pushed by
the then State government.

“The views of Mr. Gadgil
have left an influence on
the green movements and
ecological campaigns of
the State. His stand on is-
sues concerning develop-
ment and environment
was widely discussed in
the State,” Kerala Chief Mi-
nister Pinarayi Vijayan said
in his condolence message.

Communist Party of In-
dia leader Binoy Viswom
said Mr. Gadgil taught that
it was not the intervention
to improve the living stan-
dards of ordinary people,
but the violent interven-
tion of profit-oriented cap-
italist development that
polluted soil, water and na-
ture everywhere and
makes human life impossi-
ble.

Ecologist’s advocacy shaped political and ecological narratives in Kerala

& U waiarvIfag &1 aTad A Terifae 3R urikfRufaes fausf # sner fean

The report of the Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP), led by Mr. Gadgil, which
convulsed the political and conservation landscape of Kerala, classified the mountain
range into different Ecologically Sensitive Zones (ESZs) based on their ecological
significance.

it ure wiRkfRufae fatiuy e (WGEEP) &1 Rald, forgest e ot s fire A fovar,

R PR F oo R TR&0T uREa &) FheR fean, 3 udd SRaa &l I

Wm&%ﬁmm%@nwwﬁmﬂm&%mwﬁm%mszgﬁmﬁw
|

It categorised the 142 taluks in the Ghats boundary into ESZs 1, 2 and 3 while prescribing
that no new polluting industries, including coal-based power plants, should be allowed in
the first two zones.

T ITe AT & iR 142 aTg®1 BT ESZ 1, 2 3R 3 H Fiffera faman iR g Fdw fean i uga
?@qﬁﬁm-mmmw%aﬂ%#mmﬁwﬁﬁﬁw
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o The panel report almost divided the State’s political leaders into two camps: those who
supported it and those who opposed it.
e The report sealed the fate of the 163-MW Athirappally hydel project in the Chalakkudy
river, pushed by the then State government.

Top court’s green governance, cause for uncertainty
vee

India has increasingly moved from

reviewing the legality of administrative
decisions to issuing forward-looking directions
mimicking regulation in important environmental
cases. This shift has emerged in a series of
matters in which regulators have dropped the
ball, pulling the Court into a managerial role. But
the Court has then compounded the problem by
continuing to substitute for the regulator instead
of correcting the regulator’s process and stepping
back.

0 ver the last decade, the Supreme Court of

This tendency to remain involved, especially
within a single continuing mandamus across
domains, has consequences for regulated actors,
the state, and the people, and needs to be
tempered.

Rulings and shifts

In June 2022, the Court laid down that protected
areas across India should have an eco-sensitive
zone (ESZ) of at least one kilometre from their
boundaries. But in April 2023, the Court modified
the direction and said the rule would not apply
where the Environment Ministry had already
issued ESZ notifications, partly because States
had argued that the blanket rule was hard to
implement.

Earlier, in December 2015, the Court had
banned the registration of private diesel cars and
sport utility vehicles with an engine capacity of
2,000 cc or more in the Delhi-National Capital
Region (NCR). However, by August 2016, it lifted
the embargo and replaced it with a charge to
compensate, reported widely as 1%-2% on the
ex-showroom price. In 2025, the Court again
started with a broad protection that was easy to
articulate, calling for no-coercive action against
owners of diesel or petrol vehicles that were
more than 10 or 15 years old, respectively. Then
the Court narrowed the rule by restricting action
only against those vehicles below the Bharat
Stage-IV standard.

The firecracker matter followed the same
trajectory. The Court sometimes imposed a

').J.

Vasudevan
Mukunth

The Supreme
Court should
protect the
environment by
disciplining the
state back

into regulation

near-total ban in the NCR because of air
pollution, only to relax it around specific festivals
and limited categories such as “green crackers”,
in both instances citing enforcement constraints
and public order realities.

While fragmented enforcement, delayed
notifications, poor monitoring and ad hoc
exemptions left gaps that invited judicial
intervention, the Court has often responded by
stepping into the regulator’s shoes rather than by
holding regulators to their statutory duties.

In these matters, the Court’s justification has
often shifted from being rooted in legality to that
in consequences. In May 2025, in Vanashakti vs
Union of India, the Court said ex post facto
environmental clearances run against core
environmental principles. But in November, it
recalled that position in a review, with the
majority judgment expressing concerns about
disrupting ongoing commercial activity. In these
instances, the Court’s impulse to govern caused it
to treat a doctrinal statement as the starting point
and to manage the fallout later.

The issue of expertise

‘Expertise’ has also been a source of support as
well as dispute once the Court starts issuing
forward-looking directives. In the Aravalli matter,
for instance, the Court’s November 20 order
adopted a unified definition for “Aravalli hills and
ranges” in the context of controlling mining,
based on a committee’s findings. Within weeks,
however, it placed that order in abeyance and
moved to constitute a new committee after
concerns that the definition would have
unintended legal effects. In the ESZ issue as well,
a uniform buffer sounded decisive at first but
once stakeholders realised that the ecological
basis and feasibility varied considerably across
landscapes, the rule met with resistance. The
Court has used expert inputs to compensate for
its limits but has also contested expertise. This
push-pull relationship, while implicitly not a bad
thing, has also set the stage for U-turns.

Top court’s green governance, cause for uncertainty

i srerera @1 yataroita wms, sifSifiadr &1 SR

e Over the last decade, the Supreme Court of India has increasingly moved from reviewing
the legality of administrative decisions to issuing forward-looking directions mimicking
regulation in important environmental cases.

fUed U U

A, URd &1

Perhaps where the Court conducting itself as
an approving authority has bitten the hardest is
the consequences for public challenge. As
environmental lawyer Ritwick Dutta has argued,
project proponents and governments have been
forced to approach the Court for permissions
even before statutory authorities have finished
examining a project, at the same time conferring
a sense of finality that discourages contestation
later. The bigger problem here is not that the
Court may get a technical detail wrong but that its
early entry into the approval process can smother
meaningful judicial review in other fora. Asa
result, when the Court modifies an older rule, it
also reshapes who is heard and on what
evidentiary basis.

Need for stability

Many of these disputes also sit inside continuing
mandamus structures — serial interim directions,
committee reports, affidavits, and modifications
—so it has been easy for the Court to correct
course but often at the expense of stability.
Instead, the Court should consider adopting a
steadier hand, i.e., protecting the environment by
disciplining the state back into regulation. It can
do this by specifying thresholds for when it will
issue managerial directions and insisting on
time-bound regulatory action with reasons and
public data, while retaining its prerogative to
review legality and procedures. It can also reduce
uncertainty by avoiding sweeping rules that also
immediately invite exceptions and by explaining
in advance what kinds of evidence or
implementation constraints would justify
modification.

This way, regulated actors will deal with strict
rather than negotiable rules, governments will
not have to contend with parallel
decision-making, and the people will know where
and how to contest activities that render
environmental harm.

nukunth.v@thehindu.co.in

e <graTerd YR (0fal &1 St derar &) aiten 3 sm
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e This shift has emerged in a series of matters in which regulators have dropped the ball,
pulling the Court into a managerial role.

Ig §GAd 3 s T B G- ST § el (= - Rrdert Ay § fawa 38,

S =rTed & uaYSsTa YT Fyr ot
e But the Court has then compounded the problem by continuing to substitute for the

regulator instead of correcting the regulator’s process and stepping back.

AfhT 9% d1E TG A TR B 3R T i I Fame! o1 ufshar R iR fi
ged & SOl W94 Bl e ot hTe e oI |

e This tendency to remain involved, especially within a single continuing mandamus across
domains, has consequences for regulated actors, the state, and the people, and needs to

be tempered.
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Rulings and shifts
i iR Tgara

e InJune 2022, the Court laid down that protected areas across India should have an eco-
sensitive zone (ESZ) of at least one kilometre from their boundaries.
S 2022 ¥, =marerd A 3w o for R yRa & Wi & & 9RY ok 0 I 0 Th
franiter &1 yafavu-dde=ia &4 (ESz) 811 Aifgu|

e Butin April 2023, the Court modified the direction and said the rule would not apply where
the Environment Ministry had already issued ESZ notifications.
aifesT 3rirer 2023 H, TR A FCR # ANy Hd U Pl [ o8] qataror HaATery Ugd gl
ESZ SiRgEN SR R g1 &, 981 98 oW a1 gl grm|

o This was partly because States had argued that the blanket rule was hard to implement.
g i =0 § Al gan i Isat = b faar ur s adaardt foraw g o Sfo 1

e Earlier, in December 2015, the Court had banned the registration of private diesel cars and
SUVs with an engine capacity of 2,000 cc or more in the Delhi-NCR.
TN Ugd, faaR 2015 F, =mmery A faeedi-gritemR # 2,000 Wi a1 39 siftre 91 e
arelt ol Sere SRT S Tugd! & Usiie=or W wfsy o e o)

e However, by August 2016, it lifted the embargo and replaced it with a charge to
compensate, reported widely as 1%—2% of the ex-showroom price.
BT, 3T 2016 IF T UAEY P eTHR IUD! S8 Y3Tawt & FU H Y[ewp ST 74T,
18 US FU Y Ta-RMRT P BT 1%—2% TA11 T

e In 2025, the Court again started with a broad protection, calling for no-coercive action
against owners of diesel or petrol vehicles that were more than 10 or 15 years old,
respectively.
2025 T, T A fR ¥ U AU JR&M B ST BT 3R 10 A1 15 96 F 31fed R Soa
3R U1 arel & Hifcre! & fATh BIg SHATHSD PIRATS T HIA BT 3EH b

e Then the Court narrowed the rule by restricting action only against those vehicles below the
Bharat Stage-l1V standard.
P SIe AT A 98 S HfHd Hd gU HRATs Had HIRd WRol-IV 7S 3§ - & a1t
b PR Gl

o The firecracker matter followed the same trajectory.
gerEl &1 Jreer f 3l I8 R T

¢ In both instances, it cited enforcement constraints and public order realities.
3! gt ATal B yadT @ AT SR Ardwife aawT @ aRafdeart SR adTS TS

¢ While fragmented enforcement, delayed notifications, poor monitoring and ad hoc
exemptions left gaps that invited judicial intervention, the Court has often responded by
stepping into the regulator’s shoes rather than holding regulators to their statutory duties.
wigl Wfed yad, 38 ¥ fRgEmTE, FHwR FRE 3R a5 ge 7 i gy o1
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¢ In these matters, the Court’s justification has often shifted from being rooted in legality to that
in consequences.
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e In May 2025, in Vanashakti vs Union of India, the Court said ex post facto environmental
clearances run against core environmental principles.

¢ In the Aravalli matter, for instance, the Court’'s November 20 order adopted a unified
definition for “Aravalli hills and ranges” in the context of controlling mining, based on a
committee’s findings.

e Many of these disputes also sit inside continuing mandamus structures — serial interim
directions, committee reports, affidavits, and modifications — so it has been easy for the
Court to correct course, but often at the expense of stability.
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It can also reduce uncertainty by avoiding sweeping rules that immediately invite

exceptions.

Trump withdraws U.S. from
UNFCCC, a key climate treaty

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

US. President Donald
Trump’s decision to with-
draw the United States
from a bedrock climate
treaty was slammed on
Thursday by the EU, which
vowed to keep tackling the
crisis with other nations.

The White House on
Wednesday flagged the
U.S. exit from 66 global or-
ganisations and treaties —
roughly half affiliated with
the United Nations - it
identified as “contrary to
the interests of the United
States”.

Donald Trump

Most notable among
them is the United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC),
the parent treaty under-
pinning all major interna-
tional climate agreements.

The treaty adopted in 1992
is a global pact by nations
to cooperate to drive down
planet-warming  green-
house gas emissions and
adapt to the impacts of cli-
mate change.

European Union climate
chief Wopke Hoekstra said
the UNFCCC “underpins
global climate action” and
brings nations together in
the collective fight against
the crisis.

“The decision by the
world’s largest economy
and second-largest emitter
to retreat from it is regret-
table and unfortunate,” Mr.
Hoekstra said.

Trump withdraws U.S. from UNFCCC, a key cli.mate treaty
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U.S. President Donald Trump’s decision to withdraw the United States from a bedrock
climate treaty was slammed on Thursday by the EU, which vowed to keep tackling the crisis
with other nations.
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Most notable among them is the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), the parent treaty underpinning all major international climate
agreements.
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The treaty adopted in 1992 is a global pact by nations to cooperate to drive down planet-
warming greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

The decision by the world’s largest economy and second-largest emitter to retreat from it is
regrettable and unfortunate.
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